
CHAPTER ~ - SUMMARY OF TROPICAL CYCLONES

1.WESTERN NORTH PACIFIC TROPICAL CYCLONES ical cyclones that developed to typhoon (TY)
intensity, only 2 reached the 130 kt (67 m/

During 1980, the western North Pacific
experienced the second consecutive year of
below normal tropical cyclone activity.
Twen~y-eight tropical cyclones occurred
during both 1979 and 1980 as compared to
the~average annual total of about 33. Four

1
si nificant tropical cyclones failed to de-
ve,op beyond the tropical depression (TD)
stage and nine tropical storms (TS) failed
~ reach typhoon intensity. Of the 15 trop-

/

see) intensity necessary to be classified
as super typhoons (ST). Tropical cyclones
reaching tropical storm intensity or greater
are assigned names in alphabetical order
from a list of alternating male/female names
found in CINPACINST 3140.1 CH-2. Diffferent
lists of alternating male/female names are
tisedfor eastern and central North Pacific
and North Atlantic cyclones. Each tropical
cyclone’s maximum surface winds (NAX SFC
WND) , in knots, and minimum observed sea

TA8LE 3-1 WESTERN NORTH PACIFIC

1980 SIGNIFICANT TROPICAL CYCLONES

CAWNDAR MAX MIN NUNSER
PERIOD DAYS OF SFC OBS OF DISTANCE

CYCLONE TYPE NAME OF WARNING WASNING wmo (KT) WARNINGS~— —— TRAVSLLED(NM)

01 TD TD-01 20 MAR-24 - 5 30 1000 17 2439

02 TS CARWSN 05 APR-08 APR 4 60 980 9 1179

03 TY MM 09 MAY-19 NAY 11 90 956 42 1938

04 TY ELLEN 13 nAY-21 NAY 9 110 931 34 2423

05 TS FORPJZST 20 NAY-26 MAY -) 55 990 26 2451

06 TS GEORGIA 21 MAY-24 MAY 4 55 985 12 993

07 TS HERBERT 24 JoN-28 ~ 5 50 9s0 15 2521

08 TS IDA 06 w1l m 6 60 980 23 1527

09 TY JOE 17 JUL-23 JOL 7 105 940 25 2541

10 TD TD-10 17 JOL-19 JUL 3 30 1000 7 1007

11 ST KIM 20 JUL-27 JUL 8 130 908 29 2661

12 TY LEx 29 JUIr07 AUG 10 80 962 36 1810

13 TY MARGE 08 AUG-15 AUG 8 110 944 31 1980

14 TD To-14 15 AUG-16 AuG 2 20 1003 7 229

15 TY NO~S 24 AuG28 AUG 5 90 950 20 1710

16 TD TO-16 04 SEP-06 SEP 3 25 1002 8 776

17 T-Y OR(XID 07 SEP-11 SEP 5 85 958 19 2043

18 TY m 14 SET-16 SEP 3 65 975 13 60

19 TY PERCY 14 SEP-19 SEP 6 125 919 20 1260

20 TY SPERRY 15 SEP-20 SEP 6 65 987 22 2624

21 TS THEIMA 26 SEP-30 SEP 5 55 982 16 1681

22 TY VERNON 27 SSP-03 OCT 7 105 935 25 2141

23 ST WYwNE 04 02T-14 CXT 11 150 S90 44 3728

24 TS ALEx 12 DCT-14 CX!T 3 35 999 8 1844

25 TY BETTY 29 OCT-07 NOV 10 120 928 39 3228

26 TS CARY 29 OCT-O1 NOV 4 40 998 14 1068

27 TY DINAH 21 NOV-25 NOV 5 100 941 “ 17 3530

28 TS ED 16 DEC-21DEC 6 50 988 20 815

1980 TOTALS 128* 598

● OVERLAPPING DAYS INCLUDED ONLY ONCB IN SW.
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level pressure (MIN OBS SLP), in millibars, Table 3-2 provides further information
were obtained from best estimates based on on the monthly distribution of tropical cy-
an available data. The distance travelled, clones and statistics on Tropical Cyclone
in nautical miles, was calculated from the Formation Alerts and Warnings.
JTWC official best track (see Annex A).

The number
of warning days decreased from 149 to 128
from 1979 to 1980.

.:

TASLE3-2.

1980SIGNIFICANTTROPICALCYCLONESTAT1STICS

WSSTEPJV
NOR’1%PACIFIC JAN FEB MAR

(1959-79)
APR mY JIM WL AUG SE? ‘XT NOV DEC TOTAL AVEAAGE

TROPlCAI.
DEPRISSIDNS 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 4 4.8

TROPICALST0Rf4S o 0 0 1 2 1 1 0 1 2 0 1 9 10.0

TYPHCCNS o 0 0 0 2 D 3 2 5 2 1 0 15 17.8

ALL CYCLONES o 0 1 1 4 1 5 3 7 4 1 1 28 32.6

(1959-79) AVERAGE .6 .4 .6 .9 1.4 2.0 5.2 6.7 6.o 4.7 2.7 1.4 32.6

FORMATIONALERTS 2S of 37 (76%)FormationAlertEventsdevelopsdintotropicalcyclones. TropicalCycloneFormationAlerts
were issuedfor all signific.snttropicalcycloneswhichdevelopeddurinq1980.

WA5NINGS Number of warningdays: 128

Numberof warningdayswith 2 cyclones: 37

Nurrberof warningdayswith 3 cm more cyclones: 3
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TROPICAL DEPRESSION 01

FIGURE3-01-1. TV 01 al 15-2062 (8-10M/b~C]
&u2nA.Lty aboul500 m [926 fan) ~ou.th-dotiu.to~
Guam,1~ MwLch19~o, 01202. [PLLsPiJnaguLrJ)

TD 01 was first detected as an area of
increased convective activity about 500 nm
(926 km) south-southeast of Guam on 16 March.
During the early part of the year, intense
convective activity is usually located south
of the equator. Narch is the start of the
transition period when the equatorial trough
begins to migrate slowly northward. During
this period, the equatorial trough can-oc-
casionally extend into the Northern Hemis-
phere. This extension, however, is normal-
ly short-lived because the southwest monsoon
has yet to become fully established. Post-
analysis indicates that TD 01 developed from
a temporary extension of the equatorial
trough into the .NorthernHemisphere.

The first aircraft reconnaissance mis-
sion into TD 01 on the morning of 18 March
reported 15-20 kt (8-10 m/see) surface winds,
primarily in the northern semicircle, and a
minimum sea-level pressure of 1005 mb.
Based on this information and satellite im-
agery which showed improved upper-level out-
flow in the southeast quadrant (Fig. 3-01-1),
a Tropical Cyclone Formation Alert (TCFA)
was issued at 1803002.

The tropical disturbance was monitored
closely for the next 48 hours. The first
reconnaissance mission also reported a 60 nm
(111 km) displacement between the surface
center and the 1500 ft (457 m) center. Sub-
sequent missions discovered a similar dis-
placement between the surface and 700 mb
centers. This was consistent with the syn-
optic data which showed that strong mid- to
upper-level southeasterlies were causing
TD 01 to tilt with height toward the north-
west.

By the 20th, surface winds in the south-
ern semicircle had increased to 20 kt (10
m/see) , while 30 kt (15 m/see) winds were
observed in the northern semicircle. The
circulation was better defined on satellite
imagery, and the MSLP had decreased to 1000.7
mb. Continued development was expected and
the first warning on TD 01 was issued at
200600z.

Taking into consideration the strong
vertical wind shear and the fact that March
is historically a month of minimum typhoon
development, TD 01 was never forecast to
reach more than minimal tropical storm
strength of 40 kt (21 m/see).

From 20 through 24 March, TD 01 follow-
ed a climatological west-northwest track to-
ward Luzon, occasionally showing speed
changes as it responded to a series of mid-
level short-wave troughs moving eastward
across the Pacific from the &sian mainland.

As TD 01 approached southeastern Luzon,
it began to interact both with a shear line
extending toward it from the northeast and a
building high pressure ridge between Taiwan
andLuzon (Fig. 3-01-2). The net result was
a flare-up in the convective activity and an
increase in surface wind speed north of the
surface center. Although two land stations
reported 40 kt (21 m/see) winds during land-
fall on Luzon, the sea-level pressures were
not observed below 1007 mb. Considering
the effects of topography, 30 kt (15 m/see)
aPPears to be the best estimate of TD 019s
intensity at that time. Figure 3-01-2 shows
that northeasterly winds of 25-40 kt (13-21
m/see) were present north of TD 01 to the
vicinity of Taiwan. These strong winds were
being enhanced by ‘ID01, but were more the
result of the building high pressure ridge
off the Asian mainland. Therefore, an ex-
tratropical wind warning was issued for the
area by NAVOCEANCOMCEN Guam.

After making landfall, TD 01 tracked
slowly westward south of Manila into the
South China Sea. A TCFA was issued for the
remnants of TD 01 at 260615z when improved
organization of the cloud pattern (Fig. 3-
01-3) suggested that regeneration might oc-
cur. The disturbance was watched for three
more days, but ship reports showed nothing
more than a weak wave in the east-northeast-
erly flow, and the system dissipated rapid-
ly after moving ashore on the Vietnam coast
near Ho Chi Minh City.
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TROPICAL STORM CARMEN (02)

Tropical Storm Carmen, the second signi-
ficant tropical cyclone of the season, might
well have gone undetected if it had occurred
prior to the advent of meteorological satel-
lite surveillance. Carmen developed in and
tracked through a very sparse synoptic data
region near the dateline in early April 1980.
Once organized, Carmen’s closest point of
approach to a reporting station (Majuro
Atoll, WMO 91376) was 450 nm (833 km).
During its entire life, Carmen was closely
monitored by the Joint Typhoon Warning Center
(JTWC) and the Central Pacific Hurricane
Center (CPHC) using polar-orbiting and geo-
stationary satellites to confirm Carmenvs
existence.

Available satellite imagery and synoptic
data indicated that Carmen developed in a
relatively active near-equatorial trough
(NET) during a period in which a parallel
disturbance, TC 20-80 (Wally), was developing
in the Southern Hemisphere. (The term paral-
lel disturbances is also referred to as
“’doublevortices”.) Similar to many previous
cases, most recently Typhoon Kim (1977) and
Typhoon Lucy (1977) and their respective
Southern Hemisphere cyclones, Carmen and
TC 20-80 took nearly mirror-image tracks over
open water. In this case, each cyclone moved
towards its respective pole in response to a
weakness in each hemisphere’s sub-tropical
ridge. Once organized, Carmen moved north-
northwest and then, at the ridge axis, began
its recurvature to”the northeast. Similarly,
TC 20-80 moved south-southwest until it began
recurvature to the southeast at the ridge
axis. Although TC 20-80 accelerated in its
extratropical transition near 26 degrees
south latitude, Carmen slowed as she moved
eastward across the dateline. Several days
later Carmen dissipated in the northeast
trade wind flow south of Wake Island.

The disturbance which became Tropical
Storm Carmen was first detected in satellite
imagery at 00002 on 2 April. By 0218002, the
area of convection had moved from the equator
to near 02N 178E. At 0306002, the Signifi-
cant Tropical Weather Advisory (ABEH PGTW)
discussed a surface circulation near 03N 179E.
The major convection associated with the cir-
culation continued to move northeast at 10 kt
(19 km/hr) east of the dateline. The Central
Pacific Hurricane Center (CPHC) monitors
developing tropical cyclones east of the
dateline and the responsibility for issuing
tropical cyclone formation alerts (TCFA) in
this region belongs to the Naval Western
Oceanography Center (NWOC) at Pearl Harbor,
Hawaii. By 02002 on 4 April, the organiza-
tion of the disturbance had improved signifi-
cantly and NWOC issued a TCFA for an area
that straddled the dateline between 04N and
08N. At 0500002, the developing cyclone
moved west of the dateline, and based on the
improved satellite signature, the first
warning on TD02 was issued at that time.
During the next 48 hours, Carmen intensified,
reaching a peak intensity of 60 kt (31 m/see)
at approximately 0600002. Figure 3-02-1
shows satellite imagery of Carmen at peak
intensity. Carmen then gradually weakened as
she approached the dateline for a third time

(second approach from the west). The last
JTWC warning was issued at 0700002 and the
CPHC issued its first warning at 0706002.
While east of the dateline, Carmen continued
to weaken as her movement slowed to 5 kt
(9 km/hr). The final warning was issued by
CPHC at 0900002 with TD02 near 21.5N 178w.

Due to Carmen’s location (near the date-
line) and month of occurrence (April), JTWC
forecasters had few viable forecasting aids
to develop their warnings. Climatology and
analog programs were non-existent for the
area and season, and the steering model is
unreliable south of 10N. Without the input
of these valuable aids, the initial warning
was based on sparse mid-level synoptic data
and described a north-northwest track with
recurvature near 17N. This basic track was
maintained in subsequent JTWC warnings.
Maintenance of this basic track through re-
curvature provided JTWC with 72-hour fore-
cast errors (210 nm (389 km)) which were sig-
nificantly lower than the 10-year average of
348 nm (644 km).

Intensity estimates and forecasts were
based entirely on the Dvorak method for
estimating tropical cyclone intensity (1975)
The first series of Dvorak intensity esti-
mates at 0419542, 0500002 and 0502332 sup-
ported 35 kt (18 rn/see)maximum winds. How-
ever, upgrading to tropical storm status did
not occur until the 0512002 warning. This
delay is not unusual. Initial warnings tend
to be conservative because satellite imagery
of a developing tropical cyclone often
aPPears more intense for a brief period be-
fore returning to a more “normal” signature
for the early development stage. Indeed,
the Dvorak method has a built in constraint
which limits initial estimates to T1.5 (25 kt
(13 m/see)) or less. The initial Dvorak
intensities received at JTWC were T2.5 (35 kt
(18 m/see)). In post-analysis, the higher
estimates were supported with the trend
showing that TD02 (Carmen) actually reached
tropical storm strength at 0418002, 6 hours
prior to the first warning.

FIGURE3-02-1. Ts Cwmt?)l,neRJLmax.imumtim~
OA 60 ki [31!)I/b.?C}, 05 ApvL.U19%0,2231Z.
(lMLsPiJM9ewl
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TYPHOON DOM (03)

Dom was the first tropical cyclone that
developed to typhoon intensity in the west-
ern North Pacific in 1980. Dom had several
features of interest: a pronounced tilt in
the vertical axis during the developing
stages and the execution of a rare anticy-
clonic loop in the later stages of his
existence.

Satellite imagery showed a weak disturb-
ance which first appeared along the near
equatorial trough on 5 May. The disturbance
showed no significant development as it
tracked across the Caroline Islands during
the following three days. The first investi-
gation by reconnaissance aircraft was sched-
uled on 8 May when a significant increase in
convective activity was noted. The weak cir-

Little change in intensity occurred
during the next two days, during which time
the 700 mb circulation was displaced as much
as 77 nm (143 km) west-southwest of the sur-
face center. This displacement was indica-
tive of marked vertical shear caused by
strong mid- to upper-level easterly flow.

Vertical shear remained strong during
Dom’s early stages of development as he
moved westward steered by strong mid- to
uPP~r-level easterlies along the southern
per~phery of the mid-level subtropical ridge
axis. On 10 May, a mid-tropospheric low
pressure center developed over the Asia Main-
land, causing the ridge to recede eastward.
This created a weakness in the ridge near the

FIGURE3-03-1. TgphoonVom at 40 k.t(21m/~ec)
inten.dtgticking we&t-notihww2tzzdat 9 lz.t[17kml
ht], 11May 19g0,02132. [VMSPv.LbuaL.imageAgl

culation located by the aircraft prompted
JTWC to issue a Tropical Cyclone Formation
Alert for an area south of Guam. BY the 9th,
satellite imagery indicated strong outflow
on the west side of the circulation and
increased organization of convective cloud
elements became evident as the disturbance
continued to develop. As the circulation
became more organized, reconnaissance air-
craft observed an increase in the surrounding
surface winds. The first warning on TD03 was
issued at 090000Z.

Philippines, allowing Dom to track west-
northwestward away from the strong mid- to
upper-level easterlies. With the decrease in
vertical wind shear, Dom’s axis became more
vertical and development proceeded. Dom
reached tropical storm intensity at 1018OOZ
as an anticyclone with outflow in all quad-
rants developed at upper-levels.

A large area of low-level convergence
formed to the northeast of Dom as evidenced
by convective activity shown by satellite
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imagery on the llth (Fig. 3-03-1). This are Luzon (Fig. 3-03-2). Dom then tracked north-
of convection dissipated as an induced ridge
formed between Dom and a circulation to the
southeast of Guam which would later develop
into Typhoon Ellen. ,Dom attained typhoon
intensity at 1206002. When Dom intensified
to 90 kt (46 m/see), he had a large eye 30 nrr
(56 nm) in diameter and his speed of movement
decreased markedly as he moved away from the
strong mid- to upper-level easterly steering
flow. Dom became virtually stationary as
he drifted sl”owlytoward Luzon with weakening
commencing due to the decreased moisture con-
tent of the air being drawn into Dom’s circu-
lation across the mountainous terrain of
Luzon. By 1412002, Dom had weakened to
tropical storm intensity and was tracking
northward at 2 kts (1 m/see) showing indica-
tions of impending recurvature.

Dom unexpectedly regained typhoon
strength 24 hours after recurvature. Rein-
tensification was made possible by a lessen-
ing of the land effect and energy provided by
a ~ongue of warm water extending-north of
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eastward south of the area of maximum sea
surface temperature (SST). A later SST
analysis (Fig. 3-03-3) showed the decrease in
SST which is normally observed after the pas-
sage ofa tropical cyclone. This decrease in
SST is caused primarily by evaporative cool-
ing end the mixing of surface water with
cooler sub-surface water and, to a lesser
extent, by the addition of rain water and
the decrease in solar radiation reaching the
surface (Brand, 1970). ~m,s final decrease
to tropical storm intensity was due to the
shearing effect of strong upper-tropospheric
westerlies and strong low-level easterlies.
The upper-level center continued to track
eastward, whereas the surface circulation
began a rare ant~cyclonic loop as it tracked
westward under the influence of the low-level
easterly flow. At 1900002, JTWC issued the
final warning on Dom, although post-analysis
indicated he ceased to exist as a significant
tropical cyclone on the 18th.
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Triggered by a mid-tropospheric trough
which entered the South China Sea, an extra-
tropical surface low pressure system formed
south of Japan at 2000002 with the associ-
ated frontal boundary extending to the south-
west of Okinawa. At this time, Typhoon Ellen
was 600 nm (1113 km) east-northeast of tbe
remnants of Dem. On the 20th, both the rem-

nants of Dom and Typhoon Ellen accelerated
toward the extratropical low along the east
side of the frontal boundary. By 2112002,
the three systems had merged to form an
intensifying mid-latitude storm over the east
coast of central Honshu, Japan. This deepen-
ing mid-latitude storm tracked northeastward
along the northern periphery of the mid-
Pacific ridge.
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TYPHOON ELLEN (04)

Typhoon Ellen develop~d in an active,
near-equatorial trough west of the l’rukIs-
lands on 11 May 1980. Strong upper--level
divergence over the Caroline Islands and
a weak 500 mb steering currents, produced by
a northward adjustment of the 500 mb ridge
axis to 25N, provided an excellent environ-
ment for tropical cyclone development. Ellen
was an interesting tropical cyclone from
several viewpoints. During her existence,
Ellen underwent rapid initial development,
abruptly changed track at a low latitude,
and followed a slow oscillatory motion for
an 18 hour period.

Ellen’s initial tropical,disturbance
became evident on satellite imagery between
111200z and 1200002. However, a Tropical
Cyclone Formation Alert (TCFA) was not is-
sued at that time because 1200002 synoptic
data did not indicate a well-defined surface
circulation with lowering surface pressures.
A weakening of the satellite signature during
the next 12 hours supported this decision.
Between 1212002 and 1216002, Ellen’s satel-

lite signature improved markedly and a TCFA
was issued. Aircraft reconnaissance at
1304222 confirmed Ellen’s rapid development
and estimated 45-50 kt (23-26 m/see) maximum
surface winds. The first warning was issued
at 1306002. Post-analysis indicates that
Ellen reached tropical storm strength at
1218002.

Ellen appeared to be following TY Dom’s
track across the Philippine Sea as she
tracked initially west over Woleai Atoll and
then west-northwestward toward Ulithi Atoll.
On 15 Mayz Ellen abruptly turned to the north
and was headed for Japan. By 1500002, she
was tracking north-northwestward at approxi-
mately 8 kt (15 km/hr) and had intensified to
65 kt (33 m/see). At 1700002, Ellen passed
220 nm (407 km) west of Guam with maximum
sustained surface winds of 110 kt (57 m/see) .
Figure 3-04-1 is satellite imagery during
this period of Ellen!s track.

After her abrupt turn, Typhoon Ellen’s
surface circulation followed a pronounced

F1GU7ZE3-04-1. TyphoonE.!&n.$hotttyafjta
leachingtyphoon&WwLty, 15 Uay 19g0,
00542. (UMSP‘imagVlyl
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oscillatory motion about a basic north-north-
west track. Surface positions observed by
aircraft reconnaissance and vectors between
successive aircraft fixes during this period
are illustrated in Figure 3-04-2. These
short term oscillations were difficult to
interpret and thus made forecasting Ellents
movement very difficult.

As Ellen was undergoing this oscillatory
motion, aircraft reconnaissance also observed
that the location of minimum sea level pres-
sure appeared to rotate close to the wall
cloud in a highly elliptical eye. During the
same period, Ellen deepened to her lowest
minimum sea level pressure of 931 mb and
intensified an additional 45 kt (23 m/see) ,
reaching her maximum intensity of 110 kt
(57 m/see).

This oscillatory motion and uncertainty
in the position and strength of the 500 mb
subtropical ridge axis created a significant
forecast problem. Forecasts of early re-
curvature to the northeast did not material-
ize as Ellen continued on a north-northwest
track toward Japan. Once north of the ridge
axis, Ellen recurved between 25N and 30N and
accelerated northeastward at forward speeds
in excess of 30 kt (56 km/hr). Following
recurvature, Ellen weakened rapidly and merg-
ed with an extratropical low pressure system
south of Honshu.

Ellen’s actual track passed closer to
Japan than originally forecast due to rapid
deepening of a mid-latitude trough over
Japan and rapid intensification of the sub-
tropical ridge east of Japan. In response,



500 nb winds south of Japan backed in direc-
tion and strengthened, causing Ellen to
accelerate northeastward and pass 120 nm
(222 km) east of Yokosuka Naval Station,
Japan (Fig. 3-04-3). Department of Defense
resources in Japan reported no major damage,
and Yokosuka only reported 20-25 kt (10-13
m/see) sustained winds during the passage of
Ellen. Flooding reported in Kyushu and
Shikoku resulted from heavy rain produced by
the extratropical low pressure system which
eventually merged with Ellen south of Honshu.
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TROPICAL STORM FORREST (05)

Tropical Storm Forrest was influenced
by an unusually large and strong mid-tropos-
pheric ridge which built westward across the
PhiliuDine Sea followinu the recurvature of
Typho~~ Ellen. This ri~ge dominated the
entire northwestern Pacific and affected For-
rest’s direction of movement, forward speed,
and intensity.

The majority of TS Forrest’s track was
spent skirting the southern periphery of the
large subtropical ridge. During the month of
May, cyclones typically track northwestward
over the Philippine Sea. However, Figure
3-05-1 shows that nearly zonal 500 mb flow
prevailed during this period and forced
Forrest to track nearly due west. This
steady zonal flow also pushed Forrest for-
ward at speeds reaching 18 kt (33 km/hr),
which is 3 times the climatological mean
speed.

The strength of the subtropical ridge
also affected ForrestBs intensity. The sub-
tropical ridge raised environmental pressures
throughout the northwestern Pacific north of
Forrest. Aircraft reconnaissance consistent-
ly observed winds in Forrest that were 10 to
15 kt (5 to 8 m/see) stronger than would be
expected from Forrestts minimum sea-level
pressure of 990 mb and the Atkinson and Hol-
liday (1977) pressure/wind relationship (Fig.
3-05-2). The Atkinson and Holliday relation-
ship indicates that the 55 kt (28 m/see) max-
imum sustained winds observed in Forrest
(Fig. 3-05-3) are typically associated with
tropical cyclones having a 983 mb minimum
sea-level pressure. Aircraft reconnaissance
also observed that Forrest tilted south-
southwest from the surface to 700 mb. The
surface and 700 mb centers were displaced as
much as 35 nm (65 km) at times, apparently
in response to upper-level northeast flow
which existed over Forrest.

Following landfall on Luzon, Forrest
weakened rapidly while passing approximate-
ly 40 nm (74 km) northeast of Clark AB.
Highest observed wind speeds at this location
associated with the passage of TS Forrest
were in the 10 to 15 kt (5.to 8 mlsec) range.

W$TAINFC.WRFSEWMD W.hkneb)
,0 ,0 60 ,0 m 90 ,00 ,,, ,,0 ,,0 ,.0mm’”
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pUA&uL’zW2&i&lAhip .
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TROPICAL STORM GEORGIA (06)

FIGURE3-06-1. TyphoonW&n, the zemnati o~ TyphoonPorn,and thein4tiaL~tage 06
TJLop.LcdStOnmGeozgiain the SouthCh.LzuSozz,19May 1980, 23322, (N0AA6 tigcmg]

Tropical Storm Georgia is a classic
example of a tropical cyclone which devel-
oped in the South China Sea during the
transition period between the northeast and
southwest monsoon. “Monsoon depressions”
are often short-lived, difficult to locate
with precision, and usually have broad, but
relatively weak, surface circulation patterns.
Georgia may well have reached typhoon stren-
gth if she had been able to remain over open
water.

During the latter part of May, an active
surface trough extended from near Iwo Jima
southwestward into the South China Sea. ti-
bedded in this trough were Typhoon Ellen,
near Iwo Jima, the remnants of Typhoon Dom
(an exposed low-level circulation), and the
weak tropical disturbance which would become
Tropical Storm Georgia (Fig. 3-06-1).

Synoptic data first indicated possible
tropical cyclone development in the South



China.Sea on the 19th of Nay. Although the
satellite signature was poor, the synoptic
data showed a surface circulation with a
significant pressure drop near the center.
Based on this data, a Tropical Cyclone For-
mation Alert (TCFA) was issued at 1913412.
Figure 3-06-2 is a surface streamline an-
alysis at 20~OOZ and illustrates the well-
defined surface circulation. The corre~ond~.
ing satellite imagery at about the same time
still showed a lack of convective organiza-
tion (Fig. 3-06-1). The depression finally
began to show significant development, and
the first warning on TD 06 was issued at
2106OOZ.

JTWC forecasters relie~ heavily on the
forecast aids which were consistent in in-
dicating northward movement with recurvature
between the coast of China and the east coast
of Taiwan. Southerly 500 mb steering winds
also supported northward movement.

Figures 3-06-3 and 03-06-4 show the in-
crease in surface inflow and the resulting
increase in organized convective activity
that occurred shortly after Georgia reachetl
tropical storm strength.

Only two aircraft reconnaissance mis-
sions were flown on TS Georgia. The first



mission observed a minimum sea-level pres-
sure of 986 mb and surface winds of 50 kt
(26 m/see). The second mission could not
provide a center fix because of restricted
air space due to Georgia’s proximity to both
China and Hai-nan Island. Two ships, the
“Clara klaersk”and the “Chevalier paul-,
reported winds of 50 kt (26 m/see) and 54 kt
(28 m/see), respectively. These observations
support the best track estimated maximum
intensity of 55 kt (28 m/see) .

After making landfall near Shan-tou,
Georgia traveled north-northeastward, about
20 nm (37 km) inland from the coast, event-
ually passing north of Chin-men-tao, which
reported w%nds of 44 kt (23 m/see) with gusts
to 60 kt (31 m/see). Rapid weakening occur-
red thereafter as Georgia was absorbed into
an extratropical low pressure system that was
moving over the East China Sea from the Asian
mainland.

FKWRE 3-06-3. .The 2200002I&y 1980.mqface

~%~~~e’a%’~=-
Stmm Geoz.g.&.W.nd6anein Ivwti.

FIGURE3-06-4. Tzop.&a..tSZo4mGeon@a ti 45 k.t
(23M/beC] Wkn.bi-tg, 22 May 1980,015gZ. [VWSP
imaga.gl
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TROPICAL STORN HERBERT (07)

A broad equatorial trough existed on
18 June stretching from the Philippine Is-
lands to the eastern Caroline Islands along
5N. Although synoptic data suggested sev-
eral circulations along the trough axis,
satellite imagery during the following 48
hours indicated increased convective acti-
vity around the eastern periphery of the
trough as a result of convergent easterly
flow.

At 201200Z, increased convection was
noted near the primary surface circulation
east of the Palau Islands. By 211200Z,
satellite imagery indicated improved organ-
ization with synoptic data revealing incre-
ased southwest gradient level inflow and
20-25 kt (11-13 m/see) wind reports from
ships northeast of the depression. As a
result, a tropical cyclone formation alert
(TCFA) was issued at 211800Z.

The depression moved west-northwest-
ward toward Leyte in the Philippine Islands
on 22 June. The mountainous island chain
was expected to prevent further development
and the TCFA was cancelled at 221800Z. How-
ever, the potential for significant tropi-
cal cyclone development was expected to
improve once again as the depression entered
the South China Sea.

Thus, with the depression located south
of Mindoro and moving west-northwestward,
a formation alert was reissued at 240000z.
Aircraft reconnaissance at 240717Z located
a circulation center just west of Busuanga
Island with surface winds estimated at 40
kt (21 m/see) and a minimum sea level pres-
sure of 996 mb. Based on the aircraft data
and evidence of increased convective acti-
vity on satellite imagery, the first warning
on Tropical Storm Herbert was issued at
241200Z.

In the South China Sea, Herbert track-
ed northwestward toward Hai-nan Island while
intensifying slowly. Maximum intensity of
50 kt (26 m/see) was attained at 2506002 and
was >ustained for the next 24 hours as Her-
bert passed 15 nm (28 km) southwest of the
Paracel Islands. Peak winds of 46 kt (24
m/see) were reported by the islands at
260000Z. Landfall on Hai-nan occurred near
261800z with maximum sustained winds of 45
kt (23 m/see). Over Hai-nan, Herbert track-
ed around the western face of wu Chih Sham
Mountain and exited due north into the Gulf
of Tonkin. A north-northwest track over the
Gulf of Tonkin ended with landfall south of
Chin-hsien, China at 2803002 with 45 kt (23
m/see) intensity, as verified by land sta-
tion reports. Once over southern China,
Herbert weakened quickly and dissipated as
a significant tropical cyclone by 290000Z
(Fig. 3-07-1).

A strong mid-level ridge extending from
southern China eastward across the Pacific
along 24N provided the steering flow as Her-
bert tracked steadily along the southern
periphery of the ridge. The 500 robanalyses
on 25 and 26 June showed that the ridge ex-
tended westward to near 108E just west of
Hai-nan Island. Thus , a turn toward the
northeast was expected following landfall
over southern China. However, the 270000Z
500 mb analysis revealed that the ridge act-
ually built westward across southern China,
resulting in Herbert’s westward track during
his dissipation stage following landfall.

The definitive mid-level synoptic pat-
tern and steering flow provided JTWC with
good warning continuity and resulted in
excellent forecast vector errors of 77 nm
(143 km), 128 nm (237 km), and 57 nm (106
km) for 24, 48, and 72 hours, respectively.
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TROPICAL STORM IDA (08)

FIGURE3-Og-7. TIwpha.1.StwunIdainta&i@ng in
the Ph.uippi.msea. The dibCOkl.thlOllA OLltVl IU..itl-

band (dockwi.ae&om the no-tit to the u.t] WOA
wtdzn.t @om the cytione ‘b .in&%zl development un.ti.t
weakening nea-t the Fuahi Channel,6 July 19g0,22362.
(NOAAUixlali.magelyl

During the first three weeks of July,
the monsoon trough extended eastward from
the South China Sea to near 160E. Areas of
active convection were common during that
period with several disturbances eventually
developing into significant tropical cyclones
(Ida, Joe and Kim).

TD 08, the first of these disturbances
which became organized, formed in the vicin-
ity of two areas of active convection which
JTWC had been tracking witiin the trough for
several days. At 051800z, satellite imagery
indicated improved convective organization
about a surface circulation near 12N 142E.
Aerial reconnaissance at 060145Z located a
surface center and observed maximum winds of
25 kt (13 m/see). At 060300Z, a Tropical
Cyclone Formation Alert (TCFA) was issued
and the initial warning followed at 060600Z
based on continued organization as indicated
by satellite imagery.

Ida’s track never posed a dilemma for
JTWC forecasters. She initially tracked
northwest before interacting with a persis-
tent ridge, whose axis was along 28N.
Maintenance of the ridge throughout Ida’s
lifespan was responsible for the cyclone’s
overall west-northwest track and the ability
of JTWC to predict landfall within 35 nm
(65 km) of the actual point as early as 77
hours prior to the occurrence. As Ida
approached the western Philippine Sea, her
forward movement slowed from a maximum of
18 kt (33 km/hr) to less than 10 kt (18 km/
hr) in the Bashi Channel. During this period,
Ida reached her maximum intensity of 60 kt
(31 m/see) and lowest sea level pressure of
980 I&. As Ida moved through the Bashi
Channel, she weakened to 45 kt (23 m/see) and
then maintained this intensity until making
landfall on the southeastern coast of main-
land China, just south of Shan-t’ou (WMO
59316) at 1300Z on 11 July.

A predominate feature during all but the
later stages of Ida’s track was a strong and
persistent rain or feeder band. Figure 3-08-
1 shows this feature on NOAA satellite
imagery. On 6 July, while Ida was organizing
southwest of Guam, the Naval Air Station at
Agana, Guam recorded 1.15 inches (29 mm) of
rain in 3 hours and a peak gust of 31 kt
(16 m/see) as the band passed over the
island. Subsequent aircraft reconnaissance
in support of the 072130Z and 090735Z posi-
tion fixes noted increases in the flight
level winds and temperatures while transiting
this outer band. These higher flight-level
temperatures and winds were an apparent
response to the release of latent heat of
condensation from extensive convection within
the band. The mission ARWO1 on the 0907352
fix stated, “The 700 mb center was very weak
with no strong wind band in any quadrant
close to the center. It.took us quite a
while to locate a fairly broad area of light
and variable winds. ..The northern end of this
area was open, and to the northeast we
observed a broad band of surface winds
peaking at 85 kt (44 m/see) situated about
25 nm (46 km) out.” This was not an uncommon
feature from aircraft reconnaissance data on
Ida. Generally these maximum winds were
located in the northeast quadrant, close to
the rainband. However, the 85 kt (44 m/see)
wind was considered to be a transistor
feature because all other indicators showed
no reason for a sudden and short-lived
intensification of the cyclone.

lCHARLES B. STANFIELD, Capt, USAF: Mission
Aerial Reconnaissance Weather Officer
(ARWO).
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TYP3300?ZJOE (09)

Typhoon Joe, the ninth tropical cyclone
in the Western Pacific region, proved to be
very predictable. A near static synoptic
pattern prevailed in the mid- to upper-
troposphere within the subtropics throughout
most of Joe’s existence. Figures 3-09-1 and
3-09-2 show the distinguishable traits in
the structure of the mid- and upper-
troposphere. As a result of this pattern,
Joe followed a nearly straight track from
genesis to dissipation with few exceptions.

Joe’s genesis from a tropical disturbance
into a mature tropical cyclone was slow.
Satellite imagery first indicated a disturb-
ance along the equatorial trough on 14 JUIY
over the Caroline Islands. Later satellite
data revealed a gradual increase of convec-
tive activity with an apparent increase in
organization. As a result of the information
received from this series of satellite imag-
ery, a tropical cyclone formation alert
(TCFA) was issued at 21532 on the 15th.

The first aircraft reconnaissance of the
disturbance on the 16th found a weak surface
circulation which did not extend up to the
700 mb level. At that time the minimum sea

level pressure was 1006 mb and the distur-
bance was tracking northwestward at 14 kt
(26 km/hr). Defense Meteorological Satellite
Program (DMSP) imagery at 00212 on the 17th
suggested that the disturbance was develop-
ing a circulation center that extended at
least to mid-tropospheric levels (Fig. 3-09-
3) with strong convective activity located
west of the exposed surface circulation. AS
discussed by Huntley and Diercks (1980),
weak developing tropical cyclones often have
the 700 mb center displaced from the surface
circulation in the direction of strongest
convective activity. As the tropical cyclone
develops and intensifies, the surface circu-
lation moves under the 700 mb center and
becomes vertically aligned. Later satellite
data did show that the surface center had
moved closer to the area of strong convection.
This sequence of events prompted JT.WCto is-
sue the first warning at 00002 on 17 July for
Tropical Depression 09. Aircraft reconnais-
sance on the 17th substantiated that the
disturbance had indeed developed significant-
ly since the 16th and that TD 09’s circula-
tion center had extended up to the 700 mb
level with no significant displacement of the
surface and 700 mb center noted at that time.

FTGURE3-09-3. TyphoonJoccftig h-d eamLy~tfqe06
development,77 Ju.tg1980,00212. Ah.JLowbhou loca-
tion 06 expobed .&w-Levst citm.f.ation fxn.tUL. [VMSP
imageq)

FIGURES3-09-1and 3-09-2ahe on -theio-?.Lowingpage.
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FIGURE3-09-7. 200mb A.z%eanLine ana&&Lb at 1712002 JuLg 19g0. The anatybh depiti the AWWptic pat.tvwLAM
paeuai.ted&Mng much06 TyphoonJoe’~exidence. U&d dalatie a combination06 KAOBS,AlREPS, and &u&/.&te-
dhued (+] w&& don the 250 mb to 150mb leue.h. Windbpeedbtiein knoti.
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TD 09 developed rapidly from that point and
was upgraded to Tropical Storm Joe on the
18th. Typhoon strength was attained on the
19th.

As mentioned earlier, Joe tracked along
a nearly straight course through much of his
existence. His forward speed of movement
was rapid and nearly constant, even while
passing over Luzon. This unusually persis-
tent track and high speed of movement was
correlated with an abnormally strong mid-
and upper-tropospheric subtropical ridge.
The subtropical ridge at both levels deviated
significantly from the climatological norm.
The 200 mb anticyclone, normally located over
the China mainland, extended further east to
the north of Joe’s track and south of Japan
(Fig. 3-09-1). Similarly, the mid-tropo-
spheric ridge was to the north of Joe’s
track and was much stronger than normal
(Fig. 3-09-2).

This pattern did not significantly
change during Joe’s lifetime, except briefly
while he was first developing into a tropi-
cal depression. Joe’s track took a slight
northwestward jog in response to a short
wave trough which weakened the mid- to upper-
tropospheric ridge. This short wave trough
quickly passed eastward and the ridge built
back north of Joe.

Six hours prior to landfall over Luzon,
Joe attained an intensity of 105 kts (54 n/
see) with a minimum sea level pressure of
940 mb at 12002 on 20 July. Joe weakened
rapidly to tropical storm strength while
crossing Luzon, but still remained very
destructive. As he tracked across the moun-
tainous terrain of Luzon, where peaks
approach 10,OOO ft, the track deviated
slightly, becoming more westward. It took
just over 6 hours for Joe to cross Luzon,
but in that short time, the Philippine
Islands were inundated by heavy rains which
produced massive flooding and resulted in
extensive crop and property damage.

Approximately 177,000 people were left home-
less and 19 deaths were reported. Exact
figures could not be compiled in time due to
Typhoon Kim which hit the Philippines within
a week of Joe, compounding destruction that
the Philippines had already suffered. NO
significant damage was reported to U. S.
military installations in the Philippines.

Upon entry into the South China Sea,
Joe reintensified to typhoon strength.
Before this time, JTWC expected Joe to track
northwest onto the Asian mainland about
100 nm (185 km) west of Hong Kong and
dissipate. The mid- and upper-tropospheric
ridge, however, extended westward, causing
Joe to continue on a west-northwest track
toward Vietnam. Also, from the time Joe
entered the South China Sea through dissipa-
tion, he maintained a rapid speed of move-
ment due to the strong ridge to the north.
Typhoon Joe attained a second maximum inten-
sity of 90 kt (46 m/see) as determined by
Dvorak analysis of satellite data (Fig. 3-
09-4). At the time of maximum intensity,
the radius of winds greater than 30 kt (15
m/see) extended 450 nm to the east of Joe’s
center, covering most of the South China Sea
north of 10N. While transiting across the
South China Sea, Joe devastated the coastal
regions which paralleled his track. Much
damage to crops and property occurred in
southern China due to flooding caused by
torrential rains. Joe also left many home-
less and claimed more lives while tracking
toward Vietnam.

Satellite imagery showed that Joe had
an eye as he made landfall near Haiphong,
Vietnam. During this period, winds were
reported in excess of 70 kt (36 m/see) by the
Vietnam News Agency. After landfall, Joe
dissipated rapidly due to land and vertical
wind shear effects. The final warning was
issued by JTWC at 00002 on 23 July as the
remnants of Joe began to dissipate over the
mountains of Laos.

,. . ...-=,----- -.. . . “—— ‘

FIGURE3-09-4. TyphoonJoe a{.iaficin.tenbidyingti
90 W (46m/~ec) in the -South China SUL, 21 July
1980,23472. (UMSP-imugEzy}

43



) J ( /> , I 1
I

$
, , r

\
13~/.

Ml< .&--=J’,.. .. . . . .-., . .--,. ,--.. ,--.. ,.. . - ...

.~. ~fl. --., . . .. . . . .,’, ., ~~t
.T. .T...+

“1 t I
... .

“I:: :1:::1:: sriANIH%l::l:”::wI: :1:1”..!. . . . . .

1--- .’”’ I b-., .1 1 1 1 1 J. J
TROPICAL

,3
.a

dnvm- CHICHI
JIMA

~t>l IK/icK TC-10 , I
‘= ““-~9JUL1980

i o I
IWO JIMA

c WIND 30 KTS

DEPRES$lfiM lf
-... .m.

t , /1, 1/.JUL-I’

MAX SF~ . . ..._ --
;TTA O

+.+O

1: : : :1.6; : :’j “N’MuMs Lp’OOOMBs :T: “’r” :

t
,

..\.

. . .
“Z”i”’’’t(”:[”t”

+ .+,+..+..

A I r
, # I II I i2C? 1 I , I

.“. ..- -~,h. --
1::: ’1’”

,. .-.. , -... .

+~ ~ ,“J, I (. I.w
I ,, J,, .q, ,,, ,, !,, ,!

,.- -.. . . . -.. ! t t J’SAiPAd ‘

:,. -
-

3~::: .’:” ‘O”OO’”0”” O’”’O’” ‘

,,, .. . 21 !“”*- ‘“” ,,f “:’fy’yj#

i ,
,.. ..
. . .. .
. . . .-.

. .-.

+ , 1
I

. . -.

,,”

,,. . .

. . . . . .

+

. . . . . .

,.. . -.

. . . ----

i
, t

t

LEGEND
~ 06 HOUR BEST TRACK POSIT

A SPEED OF MOVEMENT
B INTENSITY
C POSITION AT XX/OOOOZ

o.. TROPICAL DISTURBANCE
● ● $ TROPICAL DEPRESSION

-- TROPICAL STORM
— TYPHOON

~ SUPER TYPHOON START
O SUPER TYPHOON END

+W EXTRATROPICAL
● ● * DlsslPATING STAGE

*
FIRST WARNING ISSUED
LAST WARNING ISSUED



TROPICAL DEPRESSION 10

FIGUUE 3-10-1. TJwp.&utlDepau&ion 10220 m {407 km)
mt-noz.tkwti.to~ Mani.& 13 houhA ptiokah .i.&uanee
Od @L&t uJaJln.iig. Fleavyconvmti.onid Lou-tedtwo de-
gW2A W’2b-t 0~ the &.&t~ace‘
02032. (VMSPA?lugelg}

~n, 17 JwKg 1980,

FIGURE 3-10-2. Tk@ka.C VeptuA&?n 10 215 m [398 km]
~outh 06 Hong Kongwith.Low-&vet&AC&U20
-2yexpoheddueto hting vwctim$ wind~h~ 7=$
1980, 2334Z (NO&46 ~~) . (#M b- ~~~~
a.imxqft and k7d.@bOnde neatthe ‘ZOO mb
&Vd at 1712002.
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SUPER TYPHOON KIM (11)

Super Typhoon Kim, one of the most in-
tense typhoons of the 1980 season, slammed
onto the eastern coast of Luzon four days
after Typhoon Joe had practically immobil-
ized the area. Accounts of the aftermath
of Typhoon Kim indicated that an estimated
15 people were killed and 167,000 residents
of the Philippines were displaced. Torren-
tial rains caused massive flooding over
Luzon as far south as Manila

Kim, the first super typhoon of the 1980
season, was first detected on satellite imag-
ery on 19 July. The disturbance appeared

ment, a Tropical Cyclone Formation Alert
(TCFA) was issued at 1920402. Aircraft re-
connaissance data at 2008002 indicated a
well-defined closed surface circulation with
wind speeds of 25 to 30 kt (12 to 15 m/see)
and a central pressure of 1001 mb approxi-
mately 360 nm (667 km) southeast of Guam.
Based on this data, the first warning on
TD 11 was issued at 2012002.

TD 11 initially moved west-northwestward
passing approximately 240 nm (444 km) south
of Guam before heading directly towards the
island of Ulithi. At 2112002, TD 11 passed

as-an area of-enhanced convection &nbedded directly over Ulithi, which reported-a wind
in the near-equatorial trough. Further in- maximum of 35 kt (18 m/see) . This informa-
tensification appeared likely as the tropi- tion, plus a subsequent aircraft report of
cal upper–tropospheric trough (TUTT) was a central surface pressure of 997 mb, promp-
positioned to the northwest of the convec- ted JTWC to upgrade TD 11 to Tropical Storm
tive area. Because the disturbance was in Kim at 2118002. Aircraft data at that time.
a favorable position for continued develop- however, indicated that Kim was poorly alig~
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FIGURE 3-11-2. Typhoon Kim al appz.o%&ztet?y110
& (57m/6ec]&ten&Lty bedoae~he xeached Aupeh
tgphoon Atieng.th, 24 Ju.&j1980, 0125Z. [lJMSP .&q?4yt

ned in the vertical, with the 700 m center
well to the southeast of the surface center
and the 700 mb wind flow largely disorgani-
zed. Therefore, further intensification was
slow during the 22nd and 23rd. During this
period, Kim followed a path similar to Ty-
phoon Joe across the Philippine Sea, track-
ing west-northwestward along the southern
periphery of the subtropical mid-troposphe-
ric ridge.

At 230600z, aircraft reconnaissance
observed a fairly substantial drop in
surface pressure to 979 mb and indications
that an eyewall was partially forming. Upon
receipt of the data, which signalled the
beginnings of a period of more rapid
intensification, Kim was upgraded to a
typhoon.

During this period of falling pressures
and corresponding intensification, an
empirically derived forecasting aid (Fig.
3-11-1) proved very valuable to JTWC. This
forecasting aid relates surface pressure and
700 mb equivalent potential temperature (ee)
to future intensification. The hypothesis
is that rapid intensification is likely to
take place in a tropical cyclone within the
next 12 to 36 hours after these two traces
intersect. Typhoon Kim’s intensification
trend verified this study.

At 2416032, a minimum sea level pressure
of 908 mb was measured by dropsonde. This
pressure was sufficiently low to qualify
Kim as a super typhoon (Fig. 3-11-2). By.
the next aircraft penetration, however, Kim’s
central pressure had risen to 918 mb. A
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possible
was that
landfall

reason for this rise in pressure Aircraft reconnaissance, however, cont$nued
Kim was now only eight hours from to report that Kim lacked significant organic
on the coast of Luzon and the zation and that her associated convective

mountainous terrain had begun to disturb
Kim’s low-level inflow. Shortly afterwards,
at about 250000Z, Typhoon Kim moved onto
the coast of Luzon (Fig. 3-11-3) with accOrn-
panying maximum sustained winds of 100 kt
(52 m/see) and reported wind gusts as high
as 125 kt (64 m/see) .

Terrain further weakened Kim as she rewed
slowly across Luzon before emerging in the
South China Sea as an ill-defined tropical
storm. JTWC forecasters expected tin to
reintensify as a typhoon over the South China
Sea similar to Joe only several days earlier,

tops were significantly lower than prwiously
observed.

A weakness in the mid-tropospheric zidgeb
thought to have been induced by Typhoon Joe~s
passage several days earlier~ allowed Kti to
track more northwest towards Hong Kong,
Changing little in direction or imtenskty
as she tracked across the South Ch2na Sea,
Kim finally made landfall on the coast of
China 90 nm (167 km) northeast of Hong Kong
at about 270600Z. Maximum sustained winds
of 45 kt (23 nt/see)and wind gusts to 60 kt
(31 m/see) were reported as Kim moved inland,

FIGURE 3-11-3. TyphoonKim ova .thaeabtcoti.to~
Luron,Ph@Iphu ondthemnww2 o~ TyphoonJoa
in .thaV&iMi+/ 06 noz.the.tnLaob,25 JI.@/ 1980, 02462.
[NOAA6Anaga/j)
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TYPHOON LEX (12)

Typhoon Lex was the most difficult
tropical cyclone to forecast during the
entire 1980 season. This typhoon de-
veloped from a Tropical Uppe~ Tropospheric
Trough (TUTT) near 22N 152E and initially
moved westward. From this point, Lex made
five right ar.gle or greater turns and exe-
cuted one tight cyclonic loop before finally
heading northeastward into the western
Pacific east of Japan. The only saving
grace was that Lex remained well away from
major landmasses and did not affect any
military installations ashore or afloat.

Lex was first observed as a small dis-
turbed area of convection on 24 July. The
first satellite position fix at 2606002
placed the disturbance approximately 125 nm
(230 km) south-southwest of Marcus Island.
The disturbance moved almost due west
(Fig. 3-12-1), and a Tropical CYclone Forma-
tion Alert (TCFA) was issued at 2815002
when the satellite signature improved. The
first warning was issued for Tropical De-
pression (TD) 12 at 290600Z after aircraft
reconnaissance located a surface circulation
center with a central pressure of 1002 mb
and estimated maximum surface winds of 35 kt
(18 m/see). Twelve hours later, as the
satellite signature continued to improve,
the cyclone was upgraded to Tropical Storm
Lex.

During the early development stage, a
deep steering current was not evident above
Lex. However, a broad 200 mb trough to the

north-northeast seemed to have the strongest
influence and turned Lex from a westward to
a northeastward track. As the upper trough
moved eastward, a middle-and upper-level
ridge built northwest of Lex. The steering
currents veered from southwesterly to north-
easterly in response to the intensifying
subtropical ridge, and Lex turned to a south-
westward track.

Lex continued to intensify slowly dur-
ing his southwestward movement, reaching tY-
phoon strength of 65 kt (33 m/see) at
3106oOZ. Shortly after”0200002, Lex again
changed direction and headed on a northward
track through a break in the subtropical
ridge. The break developed as a trough
deepened to the north over the Sea of Japan.
At the same time, anticyclonic cells inten-
sified at all levels to the southeast and
west-southwest of Lex.

Lex executed a cyclonic loop while ac-
celerating northward and, before completing
the loop, reached his maximum intensity of
80 kt (41 m/see). The satellite signature
for Lex at maximum intensity is illustrated
in Figure 3-12-2. Upon exiting the loop, Lex
continued tracking north until a deep surface
low and associated cold front began moving
eastward across Japan. As the frontal system
approached from the west, Lex ccniunenced re-
curvature to the northeast and accelerated
slightly. The slow entrainment of cold air
caused Lex to weaken and transition into an
extratropical system. ,The last warning was
issued for Lex at 0700002 August 1980.

FIGURE 3-12-1. Lex ab a.tmpicd dtbahbatme *h
to .Lbbuance o~ a TCFA, 27 Sdg 19U, 00?62. (VMSQ
imagew}

iWlfRE 3-12-2. Typhoon Lex a.tmax,inxon ktienb.ilg 06
gO kt {41 M/beC], 2 kgub.t 1980,22422. IwoJti.tb
about 155 nm [285 km) WM.t of kx. (N&tA6 hagwtg]
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TYPHOON MARGE (13)

Marge was the sixth tropical cyclone ‘.
reach typhoon strength during 1980. She
developed west of the Marshall Islands in
an area that had shown considerable insta-
bility since Typhoon Lex passed through
the area in late July.

The convection that signaled Marge’s
formation first appeared on satellite imag-
ery at 051200Z August 1980. Because of
continual intensity variations in the con-
vection, the tropical disturbance was not
considered suspect until 060600z when it
was first mentioned in the Significant Trop-
ical Weather Advisory Bulletin (ABEH PGTW) .
Through most of this period, the convection
was embedded in a broad easterly flow. Ty-
phoon Lex still displayed considerable
influence over the region, causing the
usual easterly current to be diverted
northward over the Mariana Islands (Fig. 3-
13-1). By 060000Z, Lex had moved far enough
to the north that his influence over the
easterly flow had weakened and the surface
flow had split. One current was still
drawn northward toward Lex, while the other
current curved southward between the Nar-
shall Islands and the Northern Mariana

Islands. The southern current was drawn
back into a broad low-level circulation
between the eastern Caroline Islands and
the Marshall Islands (Fig. 3-13-2). Satel-
lite imagery showed an increase in convec-
tion corresponding to this change in the
flow pattern.

Convective activity appeared to con-
solidate near 15N 159E by 061600z. The
convective area continued to expand and by
070000Z covered an area nearly 5-degrees
square, with the most intense activity re-
maining near 15N 159E. Post-analysis shows
that Marge formed during the period between
070000Z and 071200z. An evaluation of the
satellite imagery for this time period in-
dicates that tropical depression stage was
attained at 070600z. By 071200Z, a north-
south trough oriented along 160E was ana-
lyzed at the surface/gradient level. The
circulation associated with Marge appeared
to be part of this trough (Fig. 3-13-3).

The first reconnaissance into Marge, at
080533Z, observed surface winds of 35 kt
(18 m/see) and a central pressure of 998 mb.
Based on these data, the initial warning on
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Tropical Storm Marge was issued at 080800z.

Marge initially followed a generally
west-southwestward track. Objective fore-
cast aids showed considerable scatter at
this stage, a common occurrence during the
formative stages of a tropical cyclone. A
mid-tropospheric ridge was analyzed to the
north of Merge. The key questions at that
time concerned the status of this ridge,
i.e., was it strong enough to keep Merge on
a west-southwestward track, or was there a
weakness which could allow her to recurve to

the north-northwest. The 0800002 500 mh
Streamline analySiS (Fig. 3-13-4) indicated
that Marge was located in a col, thUS provi-
ding a channel for a more northerly track
than predicted by climatology. The 500 mb
reconnaissance data provided by the 54th
Weather Reconnaissance Squadron north of
Marge proved very valuable in locating this
Col. A sequence of satellite fixes between
081600Z and 082330Z was the first indication
that Marge was reacting to the weakness in
the ridge and had started a northward turn.
A 090300Z satellite position fix, combined
with aircraft fixes at 090615Z and 090839Z,
confirmed the northward track.
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Marge continued northward for 17 degrees
of latitude on a track between two centers
in the subtropical ridge. During the north-
ward trek, Marge intensified to typhoon
strength which she maintained for nearly 5
days. A minimum sea-level pressure of 944
mb supported a maximum intensity of 110 kt
(56 m/see) (Atkinson and Holliday, 1977) for
L8 hours (Fig. 3-13-5).

By 131200Z, Marge began to encounter
strong upper-level westerlies. A second
course change accompanied by gradual acceler-
ation and weakening began at that time.
Merge tracked east-northeastward and contin-
ued to accelerate under the influence of the
strong mid-latitude westerlies. The final
warning on Marge was issued at 151800Z as
she transitioned tnto an extratropical cy-
clone andmerge-dwith a mid-latitude low
pressure system.

FIGURE 3-73-5. lhud bti~e .imo.guy o~ Tgphoon
Mahgejubta{kmmuh.ing nmintwnintenb.i.tyand
mininum &U-.&VZt Ptk%btie, 10 AqubX 1980, 2’1242.
lNoA46.imag@
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TROPICAL DEPRESSION 14

FIGURE 3-14-01. TJwphz.t Depmubhn 14 a-t 20 kt [10
m/h cc) &ten.6i..tg jut ph,im to &nd&LU on the ea6t
wabi o~ fuzon,14 Augti.t 1980, 23f7Z (NUAA6 immg-
eq] . TV 14 wdened Zapi&g OVWLthe mounts.&406
Luzonand nevatfiWenAi&&d OVWLthe South China
Saz a4 w expected.
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TYPHOON

The near equatorial trough was reestab-
lished between Guam and Ponape as Typhoon
Marge moved northward toward Marcus Island
on 10 August. A weak surface circulation
developed along the trough axis south of
Guam and slowly drifted toward the Philippine
Islands over the next two weeks. Although
this disturbance never developed into a sig-
nificant tropical cyclone, it played a major
role in delaying the intensification of a
disturbance that tracked westward from Wake
Island and eventually became Typhoon Norris.

A deep Tropical Upper-Tropospheric
Trough (TUTT) was first analyzed on the
1512002 200 mb analysis over the Marshall
Islands from Wake Island southwestward to
Truk. Sparse surface data gave no indica-
tions of a perturbation in the low-level
tradewind flow at that time.

For the next seven days, the TUTT and
associated convective activity to the south-
east migrated slowly westward. Figure 3-15-1
depicts the position of the TUTT in relation
to the area of enhanced convection that even-
tually developed into Typhoon Norris. It was
not until 211200z that the upper-level dis-
turbance was reflected at the surface as a
weak circulation.

The increased convection and resultant
heating of the upper troposphere, as the

NORRIS (15)

disturbance approached a position north of
Guam, is graphically illustrated in Figure
3-15-2. The streamline analysis reveals the
development of a sharp ridge which built
northeastward toward Marcus Island and even-
tually split the TUTT into two cells. By
230000z, an upper-level anticyclone had
formed over the surface disturbance, and, as
the disturbance continued to organize, a
Tropical Cyclone Formation Alert was issued
at 2309002. The preceding discussion illus-
trates the initiation of a tropical cyclone
induced by upper-level divergence and
enhancea convection southeast of the TUTT
cell (Sadler, 1978). Norris tracked virtual-
ly straight west-northwestward at an average
speed of 12 kt (22 km/hr) from the time of
first warning as a tropical depression at
2402002 until landfall on northern Taiwan at
271600z. This straight track was due to the
strong mid-level subtropical ridge which
extende< along 27N from southern China east-
ward to the International Dateline during the
latter part of August.

The circulation mentioned earlier near
the Philippine Islands prevented Norris from
developing and intensifying more rapidly.
The surface flow pattern was split between
the two circulations until 260000z when the
other circulation finally went ashore over
Luzon and dissipated. With all t’~elow-
level inflow now available, Norris intensi-

FTGURE3-15-1. 210000ZAuguAt19g0200mb &OwamUne
analgbd &+WXmpohed on mtel%..te.imagmjat 202200Z.
Th& {~guzedeptti conuetiueactLuLtg aAboci.a.ted
w&% uppa-LeveZcycf.on.iccOI.CutaalonAandthe
enhancedconwctbn ~outhmt od the TU7T that even-
tmtly dewlq.xd into Typhoon Notti.A. [MOAA6i.magenyl

61



FIGURE 3-75-2. 220000ZAuguA.t1980200mb A.tzemmfhe
OMO-&@ A.ptipOb.Zd on Atitie &2goLg & 2J21OOZ.
Thi,4&iguze.il.tuA.tmatticonvetivehe4ztLnguftieh
baif..ta bhatpAldgeto the eoAto~ the TUTTu-2&
Th.iXtige ptihed -the TfITT nozthwx.d and eve.n.tuaflg
bp-?i.-tilin.to tloo eeLfA. 1NOAA6.imagvlyl

fied quickly from 50 kt (26 m/see) and 985 mh
at 2600002 to a peak of 90 kt (46 m/see) and
950 mb about 36 hours later.

Norris ‘ equivalent potential temperature
(6e) and minimum sea-level pressure (MLSP)
curves intersected at 2600002. Using JTWC’S
Oe/MSLP study (see discussion on Super
Typhoon Kim), Norris’ sea level pressure was
expected to fall 44 mb and maximum surface
winds to increase 55 kt (2,8m/see) beyond
that point. It seems very likely that this
intensification would have occurred if land-
fall on Taiwan had not taken place within 42
hours.

The well-established mid-level ridge
north of Norris, with a strong high pressure
cell located between Taiwan and Okinawa, was
responsible for the climatological west-
northwestward track with Norris skirting the
northern tip of Taiwan. However, with Norris
500 nm (926 km) southeast of Taiwan, the
2600002 500 mb analysis indicated that the
ridge was beginning to weaken between Taiwan
and Okinawa with the high pressure cell
retreating northeastward to a position east
of Okinawa. By 2612002, a definite break in
the ridge was evident with the high cell now
over the Benin Islands and a secondary cell
located near 25N 112E over southern China.
The numerical forecast series during this
period also supported the persistence of this
break. Thus, JTWC’S warnings after 2600002
were consistent in forecasting recurvature

FIGURE 3-15-3. TgphoonNoti 20 nm [37&m) ~outh-
eaAX 06 Yonagw@ma (WMO~tation 47912)and 95 nm
[176km]dotihwZ odTtiptinmpuk%mtiy 06
90 k.t(46m/bd, 27 Augu.b.t1980,1051Z(NOAA6
&lgQJy). YonagunijhufiepotiedhuAtalnedti& 06
gO M (41m/&ec]one hoti.la.tek.
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north of Taiwan and along the coast of main-
land China into the Korea Strait.

Norris passed 10 nm (18 km) southwest of
Yonagunijima at 271200z. At that time, the
island reported southeast winds of 80 kt (41
m/see) and a sea-level pressure of 952.2 mb
(Fig. 3-15-3). Norris then turned to a more
westward track toward northern Taiwan.
Excellent radar coverage from the island
stations of Ishigakijima and Miyakojima and
from Hua-Lien on Taiwan permitted JTWC to
follow Norris as he tracked across Taiwan and
into the Formosa Strait just north of Hsin-
Chu . Strongest surface winds of 39 kt (20
m/see) with gusts to 64 kt (33 m/see) on
northern Taiwan were reported by Taipei at
271600Z (Fig. 3-15-4).

Norris’ track across Taiwan, change in
speed, and observed weakening were classic
examples of the effects of Taiwan on tropical
cyclones (Brand and Blelloch, 1973). The
mountainous terrain of Taiwan apparently pro-
duced an induced surface low on the lee side
of the mountain range, resulting in the
marked increase in speed and the westward
bend in Norris’ track.

Landfall just south of Fu-Chou on main-
land China occurred about 280900z and,
although penetrating deeper inland than fore-
Cast, Norris eventually recurved northeast–
ward and the remnants linked with a frontal
system that moved out over the Yellow Sea and
Sea of Japan.

FIGURE 3-15-4. TgphoonNoztiAa been by
M&l a-t Ift.ua-tien, 27 Augtit 19g0, 0800Z.
(Phu.tog~phcou.tttiy06 the Cew5uz.1Wea,tha
FWWU, Taipei, Taiwn)
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TROPICAL DEPRESSION 16
AND TYPHOON ORCHID (17)

FIGURE 3-17-1. Sat&LLtf2 hag elg Ahotingaten.A&z
unozgwzed convectionin .#w vicinityo{ Guam,05
Septemba 1980,Z150Z[NOAA6imaguy). Thi.A .imagmy
alonguxlhAynO@C and tivuz~~ dti &Lppo&ted the
detiion LO bme Ihe d.httunn.nlngon TV 16. The
.incleabedconvec.tLonem.tand nod 06 GuamaLAoa-
-tattedJTWCto the pobA.tb& develqxwzt 06 ano.theA
ti.tutbance betweenGuamand S&pan.

The discussion for Typhoon Orchid would
be incomplete without reviewing the brief
life of Tropical Depression 16. Both systems
developed near the eastern extension of the
monsoon trough. The dissipation of Tropical
Depression 16 was followed by the subsequent
development of the disturbance which became
Typhoon Orchid. The influence of the monsoon
trough was investigated to explain the struc-
ture of these cyclones and, ultimately, to
offer an explanation for Orchid’s most unusu-
al behavior south of Japan.

During the first few days of September,
the monsoon trough was evident as far east as
160E along 05N. Satellite imagery on 2 Sep-
tember indicated increased convection near a
weak circulation at the eastern end of the
trough. The first of two formation alerts
was issued at 0214002. Further development
was not observed on satellite imagery during
the next 36 hours. A reconnaissance aircraft
at 0401552 located a closed surface circula-
tion with 25 kt (13 m/see) maximum winds and
a minimum sea-level pressure of 1002 mb. The
first warning on TD 16 followed at 040600z,

and during the next 42 hours, JTWC tracked
the depression as it moved west-northwestward
Aircraft investigations during this period
showed a largely unorganized system. Unlike
the investigation at 0401552, these investi-
gations repeatedly suggested that multiple
centers existed in the area. Post-analysis
indicated that sometime during the 42-hour
period, the surface center associated with TD
16 weakened within the trough while JTVC con-
tinued to follow a persistent convective cen-
ter to the west.

Although TD 16 continued to weaken, warn-
ings were still issued because the potential
for significant tropical cyclone development
remained high in the region. Another distur-
bance eventually developed northeast of TD 16
as TD 16 weakened. Satellite imagery re-
ceived at 0521502 (Fig. 3-17-1) showed that
the entire area near Guam was under extensive,
but apparently unorganized convection. The
final warning was issued for TD 16 when air-
craft reconnaissance at 0600502 failed to lo-
cate a significant surface circulation.
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By 0600002, satellite imagery indicated
that a tropical cyclone formation alert was
required for a rapidly developing disturbance
just north of Guam. A reconnaissance aircraft
investigated the disturbance at 0601202 but
was unable to close a surface circulation.
The aircraft and synoptic data showed an ex-
tensive light and variable wind area extend-
ing more than 100 nm (185 km) west of the
disturbance. Synoptic data, nevertheless,
indicated that gale force winds (greater
than 33 kt (17 m/see)) existed in the east-
ern semicircle of the disturbance. After
coordination with forecasters at Naval Ocean-
ography Command Center, Guaml, a gale warn-
ing was issued for the area. The first warn-
ing for Tropical Storm Orchid was issued at
0702002. This warning was based on aircraft
reconnaissance at 0700052 which observed 45
kt (23 m/see) surface winds in the northeast
quadrant of the storm. The same aircraft ob-
served only 10-15 kt (5-8 m/see) northwest
winds in the western quadrant, indicating
that a closed surface circulation existed
only for 6-12 hours before the first warning

on Tropical Storm Orchid.

During the five-day period from 02 to
08 September, the axis of the monsoon trough
moved from 05N to 18N. A near equatorial or
buffer ridge developed at low latitudes and
extended from the Philippines to the east of
Orchid. The pre-existing subtropical ridge
north of Orchid and the presence of the near
equatorial ridge provided a broad wind band,
which extended counter-clockwise from the
south-southwest of Orchid to the northwest
at distances as far as 800 nm (1482 km) from
Orchid’s center. A composite surface stream-
line analysis from 070002 to 0912002 indi-
cates that this pattern maintained itself,
virtually unchanged, during a 60-hour period
during which Orchid moved west-northwest at
12 kt (22 km/hr). Figure 3-17-2 shows this
pattern with the 0812002 surface wind field
around Orchid superimposed. After 0912002,
the northwest wind component strengthened
around Orchitias the monsoon trough began in-
teracting with a mid-latitude trough in the
east China Sea.

, /, 1 1, K
r , I

I I

FTGURE3-17-2. A CO~b.de &L@ce btJL@tii.ne ana.f-
ybib o~ th e monboonaWx.qh bared on &.ta wL&c.ied
@m 0700002 ti 0912002. The Og1200Z A~QA
[tihdtiul WLebU)WL@20btd60t( kh.id.

1
The Joint Typhoon Warning Center functions

operationally under the command of the Naval
Oceanography Command Center, Guam (NOCC).
Obstructive wind warningifor the western
North Pacific are included in the services
provided by NOCC.
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Although TD 16 snd Typhoon Orchid de-
veloped in the same location with respect to
the monsoon trough, it now appears that TD
16 failed to intensify because it could not
sustain its own circulation pattern indepen-
dent of the enhanced flow around the trough.
Orchid sustained an independent circulation
beginning on 7 September.

By 0900002, Orchid had moved north into
the subtropical latitudes near 23N. The mon-
soon trough was showing signs of weakening,
and by 0918002, the eastern portion of the
wind band collapsed into Orchids’s circula-
tion pattern. Interaction with the mid-lat-
itude trough moving east from Asia signalled
the beginning of a change in Orchid’s trajee
tory towards recurvature. The numerical pro~
nostic series indicated a further eastward
progression of the mid-latitude trough, but
the series did not reflect the presence of
Orchid at the middle and upper levels of the
troposphere. Initial recurvature tracks anti-
cipated a deepening of the trough and eventu-
al recurvature southeast of Japan. The trough
stalled near 130E, however, and the opportu-
nity for recurvature was delayed until Orchid
approached the Ryukyu Islands about 12 to 18
hours later.

In post-analysis, JTWC often finds some
phenomenon that is not evident to the fore-
caster in real-time but which explains the
motion or character of a tropical cyclone. In
Orchid’s case, JTWC was well aware of her cir-
culation pattern; what wasn’t known was the
effect of this circulation pattern on Orchid’s
trajectory. Once formed, Orchid moved to the
west-northwest at a nearly constant speed.
During this portion of her track, Orchid was
well behaved and there was no known “rule of
thumb” which would have provided JTWC with a
prior warning of the motion that the cyclone
would undergo in the 36-hour period beginning
at 0906002. Beginning at 0906002, Orchid exe
cuted three high speed cyclonic loops while
maintaining an overall forward speed of 14 kt
(26 km/hr) toward the north. Satellite, air-
craft, and radar surveillance provided dense
reconnaissance coverage of Orchid during these
loops (Fig. 3-17-3). Orchid finally stabi-
lized on her northward track just prior to
landfall on Kyushu, Japan. Figure 3-17-4 il-
lustrates an expanded surface best track, a
partial 700 mb track based on aircraft data,
and the overall smoothed track, which may have
been followed by Orchid at some level above
700 mb. ATI analogy which may offer some in-
sight into Orchid’s unexplained motion is
given next.

Before offering the analogy, some con-
jecture is required based on the assumption
that Orchid’s circulation pattern relative
to the broad-scale circulation was “condition-
ally” unstable, i.e.,all the forces acting on
Orchid were only in balance as long as she
maintained a constant heading. As Orchid ap-
proached the mid-latitude trough, this balawe
was interrupted and the potential unstable
character of the cyclone, embedded in this
particular synoptic pattern, was redlized. One
analogy that can be used to explain the tra-
jectory involves a child’s toy top. The top,
inherently unstable because of its small base
and wide body, will spin uniformly about its
axis as long as it maintains equilibrium. A

loss of rotational speed or a tap along the
side will cause the top to stumble and the
base will appear to accelerate along a pre-
dictable looping pattern until the top’s sta-
bility is either restored or it comes to rest.

It is suggested here that the effect was vir-
tually the same when Orchid began interacting
with the mid-latitude trough. The best track

shows that Orchid regained her equilibrium
within the mid-latitude trough prior to mak-
ing landfall in southern Japan. Orchid did
not loop again and she returned to a slower
speed of 18 kt (33 km/hr) prior to acceler-
ating during the extratropical transition
period.

Orchid caused considerable damage and
loss of life in Japan and Korea. High winds
and torrential rains associated with Orchid
were blamed for six deaths, numerous inju-
ries, and considerable damage to crops in
southern Japan. At least three deaths were
reported in South Korea as Orchid moved east
of Korea into the Sea of Japan. Another 112
fishermen were reverted missinq in the Korea
Straits following-Orchid’s passage.

FIGURE 3-17-3. Typhoon Omchid, neazmaximum.inten-
ALtg tig the becond 06 tlttee cgcfkwtic IOOFM,
10 S&.%%ez 1980, 06’252. (TIROSN imzguy]
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TYPHOON RUTH (18)

Typhoon Ruth was the second of five
typhoons occurring in September. Unlike the
other typhoons, Ruth began as a monsoon de-

pression in the South China Sea on 11 Septem–
ber. For two days, the depression remained
quasi-stationary with the weak surface cir-
culation embedded in the monsoonal trough.
Synoptic data on the 13th, however, indica-
ted that the circulation was intensifying;
also, satellite imagery showed that it was
forming its own outflow center. As a result,
JTWC issued a formation alert at 1300472.
Later satellite data showed that further de-
velopment had occurred which prompted the
first warning to be issued on TD 18 at
1306002.

During the early phase of development,
TD 18 tracked slowly southward, steered by
the near surface wind flow. By 1318002, TD
18 had intensified to Tropical Storm Ruth
and had started to track northwestward at an
accelerated forward speed of movement. For
the rest of her existence, Ruth tracked
along the southern periphery of the 500 mb
ridge which was centered over southern Main-
land China. She reached her first maximum
intensity of 45 kt (23 m/see) prior to land-
fall over Hai-Nan Tao, but quickly weakened
to minimal tropical storm strength while
over the island. Ruth entered the Gulf of
Tonkin on the 15th and, during her transit,
rapidly intensified to typhoon strength with
a maximum surface wind of 65 kt (33 m/see)
and a minimum sea-level pressure of 975 mb.

Brand (1970) summarized the finding of
Perlroth (1969) who showed that vertical
temperature differences between the ocean
surface and the 200 ft “(61.m) water depth
have an important effect on development of
tropical cyclones. Perlroth reported that
approximately 90% of the tropical cyclones
that reached hurricane intensity in the equa-
torial Atlantic from 1901-1965 occurred where
the climatological difference between the
ocean surface temperature and the 200 ft (61
m) temperature was 3.9C degrees or less.
Climatology for September shows that the GUlf
of Tonkin has warm sea surface temperatures
(29C) and a vertical temperature gradient
along Ruth’s track which is within the con-
straints reported by Perlroth for intensifi-
cation to typhoon strength. Thus, the north-
ern portion of the Gulf of Tonkin can serve
as a sufficient heat source for tropical cy-
clones, such as Ruth, to intensify when con-
ditions are favorable. This apparently is
true despite the fact that the Gulf is sur-
rounded on three sides by land.

Ruth made landfall at 1600002 south of
Thanh Hou, Vietnam. Nearly half a million
people were left homeless with 106 persons
known dead or missing in Vietnam. Ruth also
caused massive crop damages and interrupted
communications in the area.

After landfall, Ruth again weakened and
dissipated as a significant tropical cyclone.
The remnants of Ruth tracked west-southwest–
ward for the next two days and dissipated
over the Bilauk–taung Range along the border
of Burma and Thailand.”

71



ZL I

-
-:

4.
.I

‘(
~

.

.
$. x
.

N
,

‘“
~

“E
”

‘“
‘w

.:
. :

>
.

., u
oo

’’’
’”-

.,
.

.x
.

.s m
.

%
..’

.



—

~ypHOON PERCY (19)

FIGURE 3-J 9-1. Thopiuz.il StOznl PeAcyd 45 k-t (23
mlbtd &enA.Lty, 14 Sep.zmbm 1980, 2333z. PQ.,JLCytA
Low-levct centat at that time w ~.y expobed
on the nonlheat.twedge 06 a .&ztge convective ahe.a.
(NOAA6.imagaty]

The disturbance which eventually devel-
oped into the tenth typhoon of 1980 became
evident on satellite imagery at 1306002 Sep-
tember 1980 as a focal point of cumulus
banding. This development occurred at the
base of a mid-tropospheric, mid-latitude
trough that extended south of Japan along
133E. With further intensification likely,
a Tropical Cyclone Formation Alert (TCFA)
was issued by JTWC at 1321572. An aircraft
reconnaissance investigation soon afte~ards
found a well-developed closed circulation
with 1500 ft (457m) flight level winds of
35 kt [16 m/see) and a minimum sea-level
pressure of 992 mb. Upon receipt of these
data, the first warning on Tropical stem
Percy was issued at 1406002.

...

BY that time, the mid-tropospheric, mid-latitude trough had moved eas~ward,
percY’s track, in response, shifted ~~m a
northward to a more climatological west-
northwestward track as the ridge extended
eastward north of Percy. Percy’s development
waS S1OW at this time as scatter between
satellite and aircraft fixes indicated that
he was poorly aligned in the vertical. Con-
vection On Satellite imagery was displaced
southwest of Percy’s surface center. The
mid-tropospheric ridge that extended “from
eastern China along 28N to a position north
of Okinawa also restricted upper-level out-
flow in Percy*s northern semicircle.

Between
15 and 17 July, however, reConnai55ance air-
craft consistently reported decreasing
heights and increasing temperatures near the
700 mb center (Fig. 3-19-1).
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During this time, Percy decelerated and
began moving erratically. He eventually com-
pleted two tight cyclonic loops while inten–
sifying to typhoon strength by i6(!OOOZ.
Shortly afterward, at 160248Z, aircraft
reconnaissance reported that the eyewall had
become fully enclosed. JTWC forecast signi-
ficant intensification for the next 36 hours
as the Theta E (Q ) forecast intensity aid
(see summary for ~uper Typhoon Kim) indicated
an approaching intersection of the 700 mb
equivalent potential temperature trace and
the minimum sea-level pressure trace.

During Percy$s period of erratic move-
ment, there was speculation that a Fujiwhara
interaction might develop between Percy and
then Tropical Storm Sperry, which was locat-
ed 800 nm (1575 km) to the east. A compari-
son of the post-analysis best tracks for
Percy and Sperry shows that the two vorticies
were never close enough for an interaction to
occur (Brand, 1968).

Interestingly, Percy did dominate much
of the low-level circulation pattern between
the two systems. A reconnaissance aircraft
mission flown between Percy and Sperry
indicated that the wind shift from southerly
to northerly flow did not occur until about
100 nm (185 km) west of Sperry’s surface
center (Fig. 3-19-2)-

Significant intensification did take
place as Percy’s eye gradually grew tighter
and sea-level pressure continued to fall
(Fig 3-19-3). An aircraft fix at 171306Z
indicated a 700 mb height of 2387 m, which
extrapolates to a sea-level pressure of 919
mb and supports maximum sustained surface
winds of 125 kt (64 m/see) . Due to his prox-
imity to Taiwan, however, Percy then began
to slowly weaken. A subsequent reconnais-
sance aircraft at 171616Z reported a rise
in the 700 mb level to 2407 m. Approximately
9 hours later, Typhoon Percy made landfall
on the extreme southern tip of Taiwan.

FIGURE 3-79-2. PeA.cy jti$ ptiohto Wmhing tij-
phoon ~tiength tig the pe,tiod 06 e-ttatic move-
ment ovez .tht Ph-iLippine Sea, 15 Sep$emba 19~0,
23112. [MOAA6 in@uced~my ;
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FIGURE 3-19-3. Tgphoon Pug @h 110 k% ( S7 m/Ace)
tiam hf.uqfact w&& uIhl.& tiem~hytig ILzpi.dty Xo
neatAupektyphoonbtieng.th,17Sep&ntb#z1960,
06452. [TJw4 N tiguy)

The island of Taiwan so disrupted Per-
cy’s low-level inflow that he was never able
to significantly re-intensify. Despite
emerging over the Formosa Strait, Percy
continued to weaken almost as quickly as he
had intensified only a day earlier. By
1821OOZ he had made landfall on the coast
of China about 240 nm (444 km) east of Can-
ton, with estimated maximum sustained sur-
face winds of 45 kt (23 m/see). Percy
continued to track inland and dissipated
several hours later over the mountains of
Mainland China.

Newspaper accounts of Typhoon Percy’s
landfall over southern Taiwan indicated 7
dead and 16 injured. Heavy rain accompany-
ing Percy damaged 140 homes, flooded rice
fields, and destroyed banana crops.
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TYPHOON SPERRY (20)

Typhoon Sperry developed in the monsoon
trough east-southeast of Guam. The distur-
bance was first reported in the Significant
Tropical Weather Advisory (ABEH PGTW) on 12
September as an area of showers and thunder-
showers. Sparse synoptic data did not indi-
cate that a surface circulation existed at
that time. However, the upper-air pattern
was favorable for continued development.
Sperry developed slowly and was described in
the ABEH PGTW on 14 September as a large sur-
face circulation with little organized convec-
tion. A well-defined upper-level anticyclon~
which provided a good outflow mechanism for
continued development, existed over Sperry.

tropical storm strength of 35 kt (18 m/see)
by that time. The 1412002 500 mb analysis
(Fig. 3-20-1) and the 72-hour numerical fore-
cast series (see Fig. 3-20-2) suggested that
a straight forecast track toward Kyushu, Japan
was most likely because the forecast series
built the subtropical ridge northwestward
toward Japan. Thus, on the initial warning,
Sperry was forecast to track along the south-
ern periphery of the 500 mb subtropical ridge.
An early recurvature track was not considered
likely due to the forecast intensification of
the subtropical ridge.

By 1600002, it was evident that the sub-
tropical ridge was not building as forecast.
Southerly steering flow was evident south and
east of Japan. Sperry was being steered by
the mid-level southeasterly flow and was ex-

The initial warning for Tropical Depres-
sion 20 was issued at 1500002. Post-analysis
indicates that Sperry had actually attained

i

I

t“

w

,7U

FIGURE 3-20-1. The 141200Z Septembm 7980500mb
bti eam.tine #lU.&Jb.iA . Windbpee& me in knoti.
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petted to continue to follow a north-north-
westward track until he moved north of the
ridge axis. Then strong mid-level westerlies
were expected to dominate. Therefore, a re-
curvature track and a weakening tendency over
Japan was forecast. This change to a recur-
vature track was supported by the 161200z
500 mh analysis (Fig. 3-20-3) and the 72-hour
numerical forecast series (see Fig. 3-20-4).
Sperry did, in fact, recurve, but significant-
ly south of Japan as the subtropical ridge
retreated to the southeast. This discussion
of the forecast tracks for Sperry illustrates
t~ difficulties that JTWC encounters both in
analyzing the axis of the subtropical ridge
in data sparse regions and interpreting the
guidance from numerical forecasts for the
seineregion.

AsSperry began to recurve on the 17th,
the estimated maximum surface wind speeds
were consistently higher than supported by
the maximum wind/minimun sea-level uressure
(MSLP) relationship of Atkinson and”Holliday
(1977). Maximum winds of 65 kt (33 m/see)
and MSLPS of 992 mh were observed by aircraft
reconnaissance. A MSLP of 992 robcorres-
ponds to a maximum wind of 45 kt (see Fig.
3-05-2). These stronger winds were probably
due to an increased pressure gradient re- -

FIGURE 3-20-2. The 48 how 500 mb nunwicd 40*c-
c(16t ChU.Jlt b

suiting from the higher environmental pres-
cued on the ~412002 Sep.temba 1980 com-

puwl anA&&A . ~L?’b 1500002 Septtunbct60hWU4t
sures at subtropical latitudes.

tma.ck 4oaSp~.i6 do indicated, @reinitial
poWXOn .to the 72 koti fjouca.bt pohtion.

I A, I r /,
. 7-
U2

I J: I \ I\!

FIGURE3-20-3. The 1612002 Septembwc 1980 500 mb
A& ~e Wti. Undbped ~e.in knofi.



#570

,88+- \ >

TV /

A

n ““

-r

FIGURE 3-20-4. The 4g hoti 500 mb numenicol ~oaeca.t
btued on the 1612002 Septembvt computeh anaQ-

biA . JTOIC‘A 1700002 Sep.temb~doaewX tick doa
Sptwgi.iA&o .i.ndicded, @om initial po&i.tion .to
the 72 hou.h jjoaecab.t po~tion.

Sperry did not begin to weaken signifi-
cantly until the 19th because his eastward
movement kept him over warmer water for a
longer period of time and also kept him south
of the strong mid- to upper-level westerlies
which would have weakened him due to strong
vertical wind shear.
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TROPIC7L STOF?M THELMA (21)

Thelma began as a disturbance in the
monsoon trough approximately 100 nm (185 km)
north–northeast of Saipan. Although Thelmags
forecast track posed few problems, analysis
of the cyclone was not straight-forward due
to Thelma’s very abnormal structure.

Satellite imagery began showing intensi-
fication of convective activity in the maxi-
mum cloud zone within the latitude belt 1O-2ON
from.southeast Asia to the Marshall Islands
on 23 September. A significant area of con-
vection developed in the monsoon trough near
Saipan early on 23 September. This convec-
tion gradually increased and began suggesting
the presence of a surface circulation later
on the same day. Data at 500 mb, however,
indicated that the curvature in the cloud
signature was associated with a mid-tropo-
spheric circulation as no circulation was
aPParent from surface/gradient wind data. A
circulation at the surface/gradient level was
finally analyzed just south of Guamat
2412002. By 2500002, the low-level circu-
lation that produced Thelma was analyzed
over the Northern Mariana Islands (Fig. 3-22-
1). This circulation co~tinuer?to develop
and drift westward while becoming the domi-
nant circulation in that portion of the mon-
soon trough.

From her onset, Thelma did not display
classical tropical storm characteristics.
Height gradients observed by reconnaissance
aircraft at 700 mb w~re very flat; thus maxi-
mum winds near the center were significantly
lower than suggested by the central sea-level

pressure (Atkinson and Holliday, 1977). Also,
the maximum wind band was some distance away
from the center, and the 700 mb temperature
field showed higher temperatures outside the
cyclone center for most of the early aircraft
penetrations. Table 3-3 presents a summation
of aircraft data and highlights the points
presented above. Figure 3-22-2 shows the re-
connaissaj-,cedata plot for the last daylight
penetration of Thelma. The wind field and
other data presented on the plot are fairly
representative of Thelma’s entire life.

As previously stated, Thelmats track pre
sented no real problems. Streamline analyses
at 500 mb showed that Thelma developed just
south of a break in the subtropical ridge.
After following a northwesterly course, Thel-
ma first turned northward and almost immedi-
ately thereafter began to track northeastward.
Cyclogenesis/frontogenesis occurred simulta-
neously in a baroclinic zone that persisted
throughout Thelma’s life in the area from
Okinawa northeastward to a point off the
coast of Japan. The continual presence of
this surface trough appears to be one of the
factors that directed Thelma’s northeastward
movement (Fig. 3-22-3). Upper-level steering
was provided by relatively strong westerlies
which reached south to the Benin and Volcano
Islands. During her northeast trek, Thelma
reached maximum intensity of 55 kt (28 mlsec).
Further intensification was probably sup-
pressed by restrictions on her upper-level
outflow. Thelma continued to accelerate
toward the northeast and transitioned into
an extratropical low pressure system by
04002 on 30 September.

TABLE 3-3

t
MaximumTemperature Intensity(KT) Bearing/Range

Central Pressure
Date/Time Inside Center Outside Center Observed Atkinson/ of MAX FLT LVL

Oc ‘c M8
Surface Holliday Wind (DEG/NM)

27/1530z 12 13 993 N/O 42 100/136

28/0308Z 14 15 989* 30 48 320/110

28/14182 12 15 987 N/O 50 240/40

29/0258z 14 10 982 55 57 350/110

29/1500Z 13 13 981* N/O 59 120/150

Aircraft data extractedfrom detailedvortexmessagesand peripheraldata observations.bterisks indicate
central pressure extrapolated from 700 mb data.)

FIGURES3-22-1, 3-22-2 and 3-22-3 OJICORtht Aok%xuingpqcb.
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TYPHOON VERNON (22)

During the latter part of summer, tropi-
cal cyclone activity in the northwestern
Pacific reaches its peak. Multiple circula-
tions develop within the Near Equatorial
Trough and two (or more) cyclones of tropi-
cal storm or typhoon strength often exist at
the same time.

If one tropical cyclone is located to
the northwest of another developing circula-
tion, it usually dominates and prevents the
system to the southeast from intensifying as
rapidly as it normally would. This is due
primarily to the upper-level outflow from
the system to the northwest which enhances
the climatological northwesterlies and re-
stricts the outflow channels of the cyclone
located to the southeast. The cyclone to
the northwest is also, generally, the older
of the two and has the opportunity to estab-
lish control of the low-level inflow. The
development of the system to the southeast
is, therefore, delayed until the other cy-
clone either weakens or moves far enough
away from the tropics that its influence be-
comes insignificant (see Roger and Tip, 1979
and Lex and Marge, 1980) . Typhoon Vernon

i ‘T-= 1/ ““r

and Tropical Storm Thelma engaged in just
such an interaction during the end of Sep-
tember and beginning of October.

Vernon was first observed, as an area of
increased thunderstorm activity, about 200 nm
(370 km) northeast of Eniwetok Atoll on 26
September. Initial movement was westward at
about 7 kt (13 km/hr). As the convection
continued to organize, a Tropical Cyclone
Formation Alert (TCFA) was issued at 2706002,
and the first warning followed 12 hours later.

During that period, Tropical Storm
Thelma was developing north of Guam. Thelma,
although never more than tropical sturm
strength, nonetheless had a huge associated
cyclonic circulation pattern which extended
to at least the 500 mb level and covered most
of the area between the Philippine Islands
and Guam, and as far north as southern Japan.
Because Thelma covered such a large area and
was located to the northwest of Vernon, she
robbed him of strong low-level inflow and
restricted the upper-level outflow in his
northwest semicircle in the manner described
above.
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After the 28th, Vernon began tracking
more northwestward as he moved into the rnid-
level trough which was associated with Thelma.
Thelma helped to maintain this trough through-
out her lifetime as indicated by reconnais-
sance aircraft and the few island reporting
stations in the vicinity. Vernon was steered
by the southeasterly winds on the east side
of this trough until 021200Z October. At
that time, he came in contact with the
southern extension of the mid-latitude jet-
stream which accelerated him to the north-
east, eventually to 53 kf (98 km/hr).

Figures 3-22-1 and 3-22-2 show a
dramatic change which took place in the
upper-level flow pattern; the outflow from
Thelma initially restricted Vernon’s out-

flow in his northwest semicircle (Fig.
3-22-l), but by 0112002, Thelma had moved
off to the northeast. This opened up an
outflow channel to the north and northwest
(Fig. 3-22-2) which enabled Vernon to reach
his maximum intensity of 105 kt (54 m/see)
(Fig. 3-22-3). Without the influence of
TS Thelma, Vernon most probably would have
reached maximum intensity earlier and main-
tained it longer.

Vernon made the transition to an extra-
tropical system quite rapidly. Satellite
imagery showed that he lost almost all of
his heavy convection between 031200Z and
031800z. Ship reports off the coast of
Japan indicated that the remnants of Vernon
continued to maintain gale force winds until
5 October.



FIGURE 3-2Z-3. Tgphoon Vtx.nonp wLtha40 nm [74 h)
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SUPER TYPHOON WYNNE (23)

The disturbance that eventually developed
into Super Typhoon Wynne was evident on sat-
ellite imagery as early as 18002 on 30 Sep-
tember, although at that time, it appeared
to be simply enhanced convection embedded in
the convergent inflow into Typhoon Vernon lo-
cated 1000 nm (1852 km) to the northwest. By
0200002 October, however, the disturbance had
separated from the inflow into Vernonp and
by 0212002, the convective activity had in-
creased in organization with good curvature
and upper-level outflow evident from satel-
lite data.

The small scale of the disturbance and
the tightness of the circulation that charac-
terized Wynne during most of her life pre-
vented the circulation from appearing on
synoptic analyses and led to an underestima-
tion of severity during her formative stage.
These facts heavily influenced the decision
to delay the issuance of a Tropical Cyclone
Formation Alert for 21 hours, although post-
analysis indicates that tropical storm
strength was achieved as early as 0306002.

\ A..

lM

60NM Mmla

134E

+08N

04N +

150E

FIGURE 3-23-1. Ph.t o~ aiAcJIA&tuconn&tb&We&tu
&oa Xhe040122Z a.nd040332Z Ociobm 1980 I&@ 06

Tnop.icd Stomn (dynne.

Because of her proximity to Guam, numer-
ous aircraft reconnaissance missions were
flown into the developing tropical cyclone.
This extensive coverage confirmed Wynne’s
small circulation (Fig. 3-23-1 and 3-23-2)
and permitted JTWC to monitor her develop-
ment very closely.

Although Typhoon Lex may have been the
most interesting cyclone of the year in terms
of movement, Super Typhoon Wynne proved to be
the most unusual in terms of intensity oscil-
lations. AS shown in Figure 3-23-3, Wynne’s
early stage of development was characterized
by short periods of rapid intensification and
weakening, rather than by a typical smooth,
gradual intensification. From 3 October to
7 October, Wynne’s intensity and convective

activity fluctuated significantly, as she at-
tained typhoon or near typhoon strength only
to weaken to near tropical depression inten-
sity three times following a diurnal cycle.
Although not as marked as the oscillations in
the observed maximum winds, the minim~ sea
level pressure also exhibited a cyclical os-
cillation that closely approximated the peri-
odicity of the maximum winds.

There have been documented cases of
tropical cyclones exhibiting intensity vari-
ations (Holliday, 1976). However, these
occurrences were limited to well-developed
typhoons with minimum sea level pressures

below 970 mb and with a single weakening-
reintensifying cycle.

iin examination of the satellite imagery
during this period of large short-term
changes in intensity (Figure 3-23-4) reveals
that maximum activity in deep convection oc-
curred in the early morning hours (0700 to
0800 local time) with a minimum in the even-
ing hours (1900 to 2000 local time). An in-
crease in cirrus toward the late afternoon
(1600 local time) was also evident. These
observations agree with the findings of
Arnold (1977). Although Arnold found no
evidence of intensity change accompanying
the change in cirrus or deep convection,
significant intensity change was observed
in the case of Wynne with a lag of 6 to 8
hours between maximum convective activity

and maximum observed winds.

Wynne’s third and final period of weak-
ening occurred as she tracked 45 nm (83 km)
northeast of Guam. This weakening, combined
with her small circulation, resulted in
Wynne having virtually no effect on Guam.
Wynne continued to intensify rapidly fol-
lowing her third reintensification cycle at
071800Z, attaining super typhoon strength
just 30 hours later and a peak intensity of
150 kt (77 m/see) in another 6 hours. Fig-
ure 3-23-5 depicts Wynne near maximum inten-
sity about 490 nm (908 km) southeast of
Okinawa. Minimum sea level pressure (MSLP)
during this 35-hour period dropped from 982
mbto890mb- a 31 mb/12 hr fall.

JTWCIS Theta E (G )/MSLP study once
again accurately predi$ted this explosive
deepening as the e and MSLP trace inter-
sected at 081400Z.e Wynne’s intensity peaked
16 hours after the time of intersection with
the surface winds increasing by 85 kt (44 m/
see) and the MSLP falling another 62 mb.

As Wynne tracked north-northwestward
past Guam, she was expected to move through
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FIGURE 3-23-2.
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Tgphoon Wgnne.

Ploto~ aimta&t neconno..iA6ancedata
and 0$’02362O.dobet 19~0 @YU 06

an apparent weakness in the subtropical
ridge-north of Guam. However, the weakness
between 25N and 30N was evidently too far
north to permit her to b“reak through the
ridge, and she eventually came under the in-
fluence of the strong anticyclone located
between Okinawa and the Benin Islands. Post-
analysis of available 500-mb data indicates
that a change to a more westward forecast
track around the southern periphery of the
anticyclone could have been made 24 hr ear-
lier. Once the forecast track was changed to
reflect the shift in the synoptic flow pat-
tern to a more definitive easterly steering
current, JTWC was consistent in accurately
predicting recurvature just west of Okinawa.
Wynne actually recurved 100 nm (185 km) west
of Okinawa, and her slow 7 kt (4 m/see) bend
around the island brought over two days of
torrential rain and winds gusting to more
than 65 kt (33 m/see). Very few injuries
were reported with farm crops receiving the
major wind damage. A small island 30 nm (56

km) northwest of Okinawa and closer to Wynne’s
path, however, reported winds of 100 kt (51
m/see) and severe damage.

Once north of the ridge axis, Wynne
tracked virtually straight east-northeastward
on a heading of 070 degrees. This course kept
her approximately 80 nm (148 km) from the
coast of Japan. Thirty (15 m/see) to fOrty-
five kt (23 m/see) winds were reported by
Japanese coastal stations as Wynne acceler-
ated northeastward. Heavy rains claimed sev-
eral lives and flooded over a thousand homes.

As Wynne accelerated past Japan at speeds
exceeding 40 kt (74 km/hr) , the vertical wind
shear and the influx of cooler, drier air re-
sulted in rapid extratropical transition. A
reconnaissance aircraft at 1415002 was unable
to find a circulation at 700 mb and satellite
imagery at 1418002 revealed no active convec-
tion. The remnants of Wynne eventually were
absorbed by a developing low pressure system
east of Japan.

FIGURES3-23-3 and 3-23-4 tie on the ~otlouing ,pageA
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TROPICAL STORM ALEX (24)

Tropical Storm Alex, the 24th tropical Nearly the
cyclone of 1980, was induced by a Tropical lation was
Upper Tropospheric Trouah (TuTT) in a manner

entire western half of the circu.
exposed at that time.

s;rnilart; that describgd by Sadler ~1976).
A small disturbed area of convection drift-
ing westward from near 170E was observed on
satellite imagery on 7 October. By the 8th,
this area had come under the influence of a
relatively strong upper-level divergent area
generated by a dissipating TUTT cell. The
convection increased noticeably with outflow
to the north, but little outflow was evident
in the southern and western quadrants.

The restricted outflow pattern was char-
acteristic throughout Alex’s existence.and is
attributed to the proximity of Super Typhoon
Wynne, which was located west of Alex. Alex’s
coexistence with Wynne was significant in
light of Wynne’s overall dominance of the
western Pacific region. Wynne absorbed much
of the energy that otherwise would have been
available to Alex (Fig. 3-24-l).

Satellite imagery showed that the con-
vective area continued to persist until late
on the 9th when JTWC issued a Tropical Cy-
clone Formation Alert (TCFA). Aircraft re-
connaissance on the 10th found a weak surface
circulation with the associated convection lo-
cated north and east of the surface center.

For the following 48 hours, the distur-
bance intensified gradually and tracked north-
westward at 12 kt (22 km/hr). At 1206002,
the first warning was issued for TD 24. With-
in 24 hours, TD 24 intensified to Tropical
Storm Alex with maximum surface winds of 35
kt (18 m/see). At that time, Alex’s low-
level circulation center was not exposed to
the west, but aircraft reconnaissance encoun-
tered only weak convective activity around
the circulation’s center. During the next 6
hours, Alex recurved to the northeast and
weakened to 30 kt (15 m/see) intensity.

After Alex had recurved, Alex and Wynne

were within 800 run (1482 km) of each other
such that a Fujiwhara effect was possible.
This was not observed, however, because Alex
and Wynne were both beginning to interact
with the jet stream which became the dominant
steering mechanism over both cyclones. Due
to this jet stream, Alex rapidly accelerated
northeastward. At 1400002, JTWC issued the
final warning on Alex as he was beginning to
transition into an extratropical system.
Satellite imagery received after the final
warning showed that the transition was very
rapid.

FIGURE 3-24-1. v.iAlla.t.iJnO.gWyo~ Tllopid Mom
kf [15m/bee].intetiitg,12 Octobm 1980,

23~Z. (NO&46imag@t.g)
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TYPHOON BETTY (25)

Betty, the 25th significant tropical cy-
clone of 1980, developed east of Truk Atoll
from a weak disturbance which had been moni-
tored for almost a week in the eastern Caro-
line Islands. Just prior to passing south
of Guam, Betty attained typhoon strength and
then continued to intensify as she tracked
into the Philippine Sea. About 12 hours
prior to landfall on Luzon, Betty reached
her peak intensity of 125 kt (64 m/see).
During the 18 hours that Betty tracked over
north central Luzon, she weakened consider-
ably, but in the process caused extensive
damage and loss of life. Downgraded to trop-
ical storm strength, Betty moved northeast-
ward through the Bashi Channel and eventually
dissipated as a weak extratropical low
southeast of Japan.

Betty had her origin in a weak distur-
bance south of Truk which showed increased
potential for development on the 27th and
28th of October. The 280000z gradient level
winds from Truk and Ponape, as well as low-
level winds from a weather reconnaissance
flight west of the disturbance, indicated a
closed circulation with 20 to 25 kt (10 to
13 m/see) winds. At 280800Z, a Tropical
Cyclone Formation Alert (TCFA) was issued
and, during the alert period, the distur-
bance veered sharply to the east as it ap-
proached Truk on an erratic course from the
south. After veering, hourly reports from
Truk and satellite imagery indicated in-
creased organization%and the first warning
for TD 25 was issued at 290000Z with maximum
surface winds of 30 kt (15 m/see) .

Despite the erratic movement shown during
its formative stages and the apparent north-
eastward trajectory TD 25 had assumed by the
first warning, the initial and subsequent
warnings correctly identified a west-north-
west track which indicated passage just
south of Guam. However, due to limited mid-
level (700 mb or 500 mb) steering data
north of Betty, the first six warnings
failed to adequately forecast her accelera-
tion which resulted in a speed of movement
of 21 kt (39 km/hr) as she passed Guam. As
a result, although the 72 hour forecast posi-
tion of the second warning predicted Betty’s
exact position as she passed south of Guam,
the average vector error during this period
was very high. The 72 hour forecast posi-
tion mentioned above, had a total error of
585 ‘nm (1083 km) due to the acceleration
which caused Betty to reach the 72 hour
point injust34 hours! Such errors result-
ing from under forecasting speed of movement
highlight the importance of adequate mid-
level data in the steering current. When

available, especially from reconnaissance
aircraft, such data usually increase the
ability of forecasters to evaluate the po-
tential for changes in the short-term, as
well as long-term motion of tropical cyclones.

After passing south of Guam, Typhoon
Betty turned west and continued to intensify,
reaching 100 kt (61 m/see) 48 hours later.
During this period, the 500 mb analyses be-
gan to show a short wave trough moving east
through mainland China. JTWC forecasts keyed
on this feature and, based on computer-deri-
ved prognostic charts, recurvature was ex-
pected to begin near 125E by 030000z. The
probability of this forecast verifying in-
creased when, at 020000Z, the short wave
trough deepened as it moved off Asia. How-
ever, by 021200Z, Betty unexpectedly turned
southwestward. By 0300002, the trough had
moved quickly eastward north of Betty and
the opportunity for recurvature had passed.
Shortly afterwards, attention focused on
another short wave moving through China and
recurvature was again forecast to occur, this
time just east of Luzon. By 040000Z, how-
ever, available 500 mb data did not show any
significant amplitude to this trough and the
recurvature track was abandoned in favor of
a northwestward track over Luzon into south-
ern China.

Although Betty continued to intensify
after passing Guam, the data normally used
to evaluate a tropical cyclone’s intensity
showed considerable scatter. Figure 3-25-1
graphically depicts these data as well as
the final best track intensities. In search-
ing for an explanation of the scatter, the
comments from mission ARWOS on 01 November
and 04 November may offer some insight con-
cerning the character of Betty during this
period. On the 011594z mission: “Although
this storm (Betty) was strong, it had no eye-
wall. The most fascinating feature was the
rotating feeder band of convection that ~as
spiraling inward at an enormous rate.” On
this single fix mission, a maximum 700 mb
flight level wind of 95 kt (49 m/see) was
observed. However, daylight missions before
and after this mission estimated surface
winds in excess of 100 kt (51 m/see) (Fig.
3-25-2). On the 032200Z, 040150Z and
040340Z fix missions, it was observed that
“Typhoon Betty.....was a textbook typhoon.
Everything was aligned perfectly.”z At
040600Z, Betty reached her peak intensity of
125 kt (64 m/see). The development of a
textbook typhoon correlated closely with
the rzduction in scatter between maximum
surface wind estimates shown in Figure
3-25-1.

1
Candis L. Weatherford, 1 LT, USAP,Mission
ARwo .

‘James B. Near, 1 LT, USAF, Mission ARWO.
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The decision to abandon a forecast re-
curve track east of Luzon put the central
and northern provinces of Luzon on alert.
At 0416002, Typhon Betty, packing 120 kt
(62 m/see) winds, slammed into central Lu-
zon south of Cape San Ildefonso. Most wea-
ther observing stations stopped reporting
prior to Betty’s approach, so her actual in-
tensity as she crossed Luzon can only be
inferred from a JTWC study of prior tropi-
cal cyclones crossing the Philippines
(Sikora, 1976), satellite imagery (Dvorak
intensity estimates) , and aircraft recon-
naissance reports just prior to and after

Betty crossed Luzon. However intense Betty
may have been, there is little doubt that
she was one of the most destructive typhoons
of recent history. Initial reports re-
ceived several days after Betty crossed Lu-
zon indicated at least 81 people dead,
thousands homeless, and extensive crop
damage from flooding and mudslides. The
Cagayan Valley in northern Luzon, hard hit
by Betty, lost most of its rice crop from
floodwaters which rose to roof-top level in
some areas. Philippine Defense Minister,
Juan Ponce Enrile, described the Cagayan
Valley from a helicopter survey, stating,
“It looks like a sea from the air.”



.

As Betty weakened over Luzon, the ridge
that influenced her track into the Philip-
pines broke down, thus, allowing her to drift
northward along the Cordillera Central Moun-
tains and eventually to be drawn into the
weak short wave trough which had stalled off
the coast of Taiwan. Emerging from Luzon as
a 45 kt (23 m/see) tropical storm, Betty

never regained her earlier fury as she
moved east of Taiwan and the Ryukyu Islands
before undergoing an extratropical transi-
tion just prior to 0800002. As an extra-
tropical system, the remnants of Betty did
not persist long. This once powerful ty-
phoon was last observed 12 hours later dis-
sipating southeast of Honshu, near 32N 143E.

FIGURE3-25-2. Iktingtkib4.@x o{ Typhoon 8ettg’A
dwlopnwu, &tenAe band.ingum wpotted by &-
Uuz&tMeonna.ibbanceaLonguulhMeab 06 bWL~aCE
uin& in ZGUWA 06 100 & (51ml~ecl,31 iktobti
19g0,22522. (!./O&46.imag~}
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TROPICAL STORN CARY (26)

as a
east

Tropical Storm Cary was first observed coastal stations. Based on this information,
area of increased convective activity a second TCFA was issued at 282200Z.
of the Palau Islands on the 25th of

October. A Tropical Cyclone Formation Alert
(TCFA) was issued a day later when the dis-
turbance had moved to a position about half-
way between Yap and the Palau Islands.

All convection associated with this cir-
culation dissipated shortly afterward, how-
ever, leaving only an exposed low-level
circulation center. Over the next 24 hours,
the system moved west-northwestward toward
the Philippines. Just east of the Philipp-
ines, the convection again developed and 30
kt (15 m/see) winds were reported from

The circulation maintained its indenti-
ty as it passed over the Philippines just
south of Clark AS and Subic Bay Naval Sta-
tion. The first warning on TD 26 was issued
at 291200Z as the disturbance was moving into
the South China Sea. Tropical storm strength
was reached 6 hours later.

Tropical Storm Cary moved west-north-
westward and then west-southwestward in
response to a low-level northeast monsoonal
surge (Fig. 3-26-1) and eventually dissi-
pated over Vietnam on 02 November.

FIGURE 3-26-1. T&o@cal Steam Camj nwtnuinwm .in-
xmLty.intieSouth CtiSim The Au%fuce centeJL
h ~ expobed ah indicated by fit cunti
banding bou.theo.Ato~ Zhetna.in convection,01 Novemb~
1980, 00332. (NoM6i.nugu4il
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TYPXOON DINAH (27)

Dinah, the final typhoon of the 1980
season and the third tropical cyclone this
season to threaten Guam, began to develop in
mid-November as a focal point of cumulus
banding embedded in the monsoon trough ori-
ented east-west near Kwajalein. Initial
development of this system was slow and
erratic, as four successive Tropical Cyclone
Formation Alerts (TCFAS) were issued for this
area between 18 and 20 November. On the21st
however, this system finally established a
well-developed outflow pattern, and its
heaviest associated convection, which was
initially more evident along the periphery
of the circulation, began to consolidate
about the system’s center. The first
warning on Tropical Storm Dinah was issued
at 2106OOZ. At that time, having estab-
lished a well-developed outflow to all
quadrants, Dinah intensified rapidly and
subsequently reached typhoon strength at
2118002, just 12 hours after the initial
warning.

A post-analysis of Dinah’s development
reveals some unique properties. First, she
exhibited a very compact circulation, which
she maintained throughout her lifespan as a
tropical cyclone. The 30 kt (15 m/see) wind
radius was significantly less than normal.
Second, a persistent easterly flow occurred
near the surface during Dinah’s initial de-
velopment and may have been a primary factor
for her slow and erratic development. For
example, the surface analysis at 200000z
(Fig. 3-27-1) indicated an associated surface
circulation near 4N 168E and a brisk easter-
ly gradient-level flow north of the surface
circulation. This flow pattern resulted in
both the abnormally rapid movement of the
developing system and an unusually pronounced
asymmetry in her wind field which displaced
the maximum wind band to the north of the
circulation center. A subsequent surface
analysis, at 2112002 (Fig. 3-27-2), however,
did not indicate a surface circulation, but
rather weak easterly flow south of where the
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circulation *s position was indicated in sat-
ellite imagery. At the same time, cyclonic
flow was present over the area at 500 mb and
a closed cyclonic center existed just north-
west of the disturbance at 200 mb. In view
of the above data, it is probable that Dinah
developed from a mid- or upper-level cyclone
that subsequently generated its own surface
circulation. The Aerial Reconnaissance Wea-
ther Officer (ARWO)~-aboard the initial
flight into what ultimately became Typhoon
Dinah, stated “the storm was compact, with a
very sharp pressure gradient and good band-
ing....We had difficulty closing off the
circulation to the north and northwest
because it may just have actually cXosed
[itsel~ off”.

By the time Dinah intensified to a ty-
phoon, she posed a definite threat to Guam
within 48 hr; thus, the decision was made to
evacuate military aircraft from the island.
A comparison of the 500 mb analysis (which
is generally considered the primary steer-
ing level for tropical cyclones) just prior
to and subsequent to the aircraft evacuatio~
demonstrates the great importance of enroute
aircraft reports of flight-leveL winds
(AIREPS) and the significance they can make
to a tropical cyclone forecast. The 500 mb
streamline analysis at 2112002 (Fig. 3-28-3)
shows a strong anticyclone near Marcus Is-
land and strong ridging west-southwestward
toward the Philippine Islands. In response,
JTWC forecast Typhoon Dinah to pass just off
the northeastern tip of Guam. The next 500
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mb streamline analysis at 2200002 (Fig.
3-28-4), which was augmented by a series of
AIREPS taken by an evacuation flight en-
route from Guam to Okinawa, enabled JTWC to
analyze a -reaknessin the ridge just north
of Guam. In view of this new information,
JTWC amended Dinah’s forecast track to pre-
dict that Dinah would track near Saipan vice
Guam. Because Dinah was so compact, this
small change in track was enough that Guam
received very little wind as Dinah passed to
the northeast, but Saipan and nearby T.inian
received typhoon-force winds and sustained
extensive damage.

Dinah continued to intensify rapidly as
she began to move into the weakness north of
Guam toward the Northern Marianas Islands.
Dinah subsequently crossed the northeastern
portion of Saipan at 221845Z and reached
maximum intensity at 2221OOZ, with maximum
sustained winds of 100 kt (52 m/see) and

gusts to 130 kt (67 m/see). After crossing
Saipan, Dinah contir,uedto move through the
weakness in the ridge near 140E and began to
.recurveto the north on 23 November. She
then weakened and accelerated to the north-
east in response to a mid-tropospheric long-
wave trough which was moving eastward past
Marcus Island on the 24th. Dinah transi-
tioned to an extrat.ropicalcyclone by251200Z.

Damage to the islands of Saipan and
‘Iinianwas massive, with 60 homes destroyed
and another 214 homes suffering damages.
Saipan, in the aftermath of Typhoon Dinah,
was completely without power for several
days and 85 percent of the water system was
not functioning. Carlos S. Camacho, Governor
of Saipan, estimated damages totalling 7 mil-
lion dollars. Shortly after damages were
assessed, President Carter declared the area
a major disaster area, enabling the area to
qualify for federal disaster fund relief.
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TROPICAL STORM ED

Tropical Storm Ed was the last signifi-
cant tropical cyclone to develop in the west-
ern North Pacific in 1980. Ed was never
forecast to reach typhoon strength due to the
strong vertical wind shear which developed in
the vicinity of the Philippine Islands during
the last half of December.

Tropical Storm Ed was firstobservedas a
disturbance near Yap on the 14th of Cecember.
‘Shedisturbance moved westward at between 12
and 15 kt (22 to 28 km/hr) as its convective
activity and overall organization continued
to improve. A Tropical Cyclone Formation
Alert (TCFA) was issued when a reconnaissance

aircraft observed a well-defined low-level
circulation with a minimum sea-level pressure
of 1004 mb. The first warning on Tropical
Storm Ed was issued at 160000Z when 50 kt
(25 m/see) surface winds and a 991 mb pres-
sure were reported. Maximum surface winds
were consistently observed northeast of Ed
in a region of enhanced pressure gradient
between the cyclone’s center and a strong
surface ridge.

It became evident from synoptic analyses
that Ed was moving into an area which was un-
favorable for continued development. Figures
3-28-1 and 3-28-2 are representative of the
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basic flow patterns which existed at the sur-
face and 200 mb levels during most of Ed’s
existence. The strong surface ridge men-
tioned above extended from the Asian mainland
into the Pacific Ocean north of Ed and main-
tained a strong northeasterly low-level flow
in the vicinity of the Philippine Islands
(Fig. 3-28-l). At the same time, strong
southwesterly flow at the 200 mb level was
present off the east coast of the Philip-
pines (Fig. 3-28-2). The resultant strong
vertical wind shear not only caused Ed to

weaken as his convection moved off to the
northeast, but it also helped to maintain a
confused steering flow which induced Ed to
follow an erratic course while he was north-
east of Simar.

Eventually, after most of his convection
had been sheared off, Ed’s surface center be-
gan to track to the southwest under the in-
fluence of the strong surface ridge to the
north. Dissipation as a significant tropi-
cal cyclone was completed on the 24th as the
remnants of Ed moved into northern Mindanao.
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2. NORTH INDIAN OCEAN TROPICAL CYCLONES and one that began in the Bay of Bengal (TC
27-80) and tracked south of India into the
Arabian Sea. This was a dramatic decrease

During 1980, there was a notable lack of from the 1979 total of seven which was the
significant tropical cyclone activity in the greatest number observed in the two areas
North Indian Ocean area (Table 3-3). TWO since JTWC expanded its area of responsibi-
tropical cyclones developed near the end of lity westward to include the Arabian Sea in
the year: one in the Arabian Sea (TC 23-80) 1975.

TABLS 3-3 NORTRINDIAN03AN

1980 SIGNIFICANTTROPICALCYCLONSS

MAX EST NDUSER
DAYS OF SFC MIN OF DISTANCS

CYCLONS PERIOD OF WARNING WARNING WIND(KT) SLP WARNINGS TRAVELLED(NM)— ——

TC 23-80 17 NOV-19 NOV 3 35 995 8 940

TC 27-SO 16 DEC-17 DEC 2 35 996 6 2122

19s0 TOTALS 5 14

TARIJZ3-4

19S0SIGNIFICANTTROPICALCYCI.ONESTATISTICS
NOKI!W

INOIANOCEAN JAN PSBMARAPR MAY JUNJUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC ‘rwrAL

ALL CYCLONRS o 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 2

(1971-1979)AVERAGE’o-l 0 0 0.3 0.5 0.4 0 0 0.5 0.8 1.5 0.3 4.4

FORMATIONALSRTS 2 of the 7 (2S%) FormationAlertEventsdevelopedintonumberedcyclones.

WARNINGS Numberof warningdays: 5

Numberof warningdayswith2 cyclones:O

Numberof warningdayswith 3 or nmre cyclones:O

*From1971through1979,onlySay of Sengalcycloneswereconsidered;the JTWCareaof responsibilitywas
extendedin 1975to includeArabianSea cyclones.
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TC 23-80

TC 23-80 was the first of only two sig-
nificant tropical cyclones in 1980 to occur
over the North Indian Ocean. It developed
during the autumn transition season just
prior to the northeast monsoon period. Orig-
inating as an area of enhanced convection in
the monsoon trough off the southwest coast of
India, TC 23-80 tracked steadily northwest-
ward over the Arabian Sea between 12 and 17
November.

On 17 November, a mid-tropospheric
trough tracking eastward toward India began
to induce TC 23-80 to recurve to the north-

FIGURE 3-29-1. TC 23-80 juAt @.iO& .tOhUuJLUatUhe
OUti -theA.IuzhianSW. Tha .Low-&v& bCWdWLg ILOL-

cdittion ( @ ) b jub.t beginning .todevelop on
the exizeme bou.&wu.t edge 06 tie mainmab 06 con-
vection, 17 Novembti 7980, 15392. [NOAA6.i.mugay
@m AFGWC,06@tt AH3,Neb-tdad
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