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Figune 3-24~1, Tropical Stomm Gondon, the only
significant tropical cyclone to develop in WESTPAC
during November, originated in the mensoon trough in
zhe South China Sea. Gondon's initial intensifd-
cation 1o a tropical stomnm on the 20th was coin-
cident with a sunge {n the nontheast monsoon which
was present from Late on -the 19th until eanly on the
218t. Howeven, by 2200002 the sunge had weakened and
40 did Gorndon. Subsequent redevelopment to tropical
Stornm intensity on the 23rd and 24th appeared to be
due to the system's devefopment a8 a warm-core
tropical cyclone. The USS Kitty Hawk (CV-63) Battlfe
Group passed close to Gordon's center on the 23xd
without susiaining any damage, and neponted winds of
35-45 kt (15-23 m/s8). Positioning the centern of
Tropical Stoam Gondon was often difficult,
particulanty at night.: The Low-Level circulation
center wasd often sevenal deghees away from the
stnongest convection, and although frequently
exposed, consisted of only Low-Level cloudiness,
which was difficult to nesolve on infrared sateflite
imagery. The most intense convection was wsually
observed nonthwest of the Low-~Level circulation
center, as shown in the (above) .imagery (2302251
November DMSP visual imageny).
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