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TROPICAL STORM FABIAN (02W)

YAP
4 FABIAN

Figure 3-02-1. The development of Tropical Stonm
Fabian marked the §inst ime in twenty years that two
tropical stonms formed Lin WESTPAC during January.
Fabian developed at the western end of the
nean-equatorial trough, and as a result had majon
Anteractions with the noatheast monsoon. Noi
surprnisingly, the strongest winds were consistently
observed in the tropical cyclone's western semi-
cincle, whene the gradient between the Low central
pressure of Fabian and the higher pressures of the
Sibernian anticyclone was the greatest. The {above)
datellite imagery shows Fabian, as a weakening
Tropical Stomnm, with a well-degined Low-Level
cinculation. Fabian's Low-Level circulation was
exposed for much of its Lifetime due zo strnong
uppen-Level winds §rom the south which sheared the
convection to the nonth. The Tropical Stonm passed
very close to Yap (WMO 91413) and caused consider-
able crop damage on some of the outen istands
(1006302 January NOAA visual imageny).
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