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TROPICAL CYCLONE 03A

CAPE COMORIN

Figure 3-03A-1. Tropical Cyclone 03A was the only significant tropical cyclone to develop in the
Arabian Sea in 1986. It was first carried on the Significant Tropical Cyclone Weather Advisory
(ABIO PGTW) on November 1st when the area rapidly improved in organization. On November
2nd, the first Tropical Cyclone Formation Alert (TCFA) was issued. Shear over the disturbance
suppressed development by separating the low-level circulation center and the upper-level
anticyclone. On 6 November, the TCFA was cancelled after both the convection and organization
had decreased. Satellite imagery indicated the anticyclone was no longer evident and the
upper-level flow was unidirectional over the disturbance. However, on 8 November,
redevelopment occurred. Dvorak intensity analysis of satellite imagery, at 080532Z, indicated
winds of 35 kt (18 misec). Satellite imagery 12-hours later indicated winds of 45 kt (23 misec).
JTWC issued its first warning on Tropical Cyclone 03A at 090600Z. Four hours after the first
warning was issued, satellite imagery once again indicated shear over the cyclone with a separation
of 75 nm (139 km) between the low-level and upper-level circulation centers. JTWC issued the

final warning at 111200Z, after Tropical Cyclone 03A lost all of its convection. Tropical Cyclone

03A dissipated over water. There were no reports of damage. The satellite picture shows Tropical
Cyclone 03A in the Arabian Sea one hour before the first warning was issued (090512Z November
DMSP visual imagery).
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